Fr. Paulo Kosaka, O.F.M. Cap.—(Pastor)
48-422 Kamehameha Highway / Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744
Office Phone Number: (808) 239-9269 / E-mail: olmc001@hawaii.rr.com
Website: mtcarmelhawaii.com / Fax Number: (808) 239-8561

Welcome to Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church

E komo mai!
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We the Ohana of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church
stand united as a committed multicultural parish in
prayer and faith; with the power of the Holy Spirit,
and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary; to
evangelize in the service of God, by sharing the good
news of our Lord Jesus Christ in our words and
actions with the hope of eternal salvation for all.

WEEK SCHEDULE
26—SUNDAY
2






Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

7:00am—Mass
8:30am—Mass
10:00am—Mass
11:30am—Mass

Parish Treasure Report

JULY 18 & JULY 19, 2020

27—MONDAY

Healing & Strength for:

7:00am—Mass

Fr. Gus Gumataotao, Armon
Wilson, Pat Pilanca, Suesue
Suesue, Rosemary Crosson,
Virgil Lau, Ted Hopkins, Ester
Borges, Fumiko Sullivan, Iwie
Tamashiro, Duane Cabe, Moon
Pilanca, Joann Olivera, David
Mikonczyk, Lisa Smith, Benjamin
Pule, David Quiogue, Kamaka
Whitfield, Annie Merfalen, Tim
Lee, Mina Mahuka-Kim,
and Jim Cross.



28—TUESDAY


7:00am—-Mass

29—WEDNESDAY


7:00am—Mass

30—THURSDAY



7:00am—Mass
8:30am—OLMC Food bank
Distribution

31—FRIDAY



7:00am—Mass
8:30am—OLMC Food bank
distribution

For the soul’s of:
+Helen Silva
+Charlotte Fugerson

Birthday Blessing for:
Winifred Jones (92yrs.)

of the Mysteries of the Holy Rosary.




4:30pm—Mass
6:00pm—Mass
PARISH OFFICE HOURS

10:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$1,136.00
11:30am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$50.00
OTHER: ONLING GIVING

OCCASIONAL OFFERINGS:

17th SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

Building fund…$175.00
• Father’s Day…$50.00
• Rice bowl (CCD)…$16.78

1st Reading:

GRAND TOTAL OF:

READINGS

1 KGS 3:5, 7-12

*Monday, Wed. & Friday
8:30 am- 4:30 pm
**Tuesday & Thursday
8:30 am - 12:30 pm
***Observed Holiday’s
Office Closed.

Gospel: Matthew

SPIRITUAL SERVICE

13:44-52

If you or a loved one needs
anointing, please call the
parish office (808) 239-9269
for the priest to arrange
an appointment.

8:30am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$287.00

Mahalo to all our guests & givers online!



or by appointment.

7:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$220.00

(July 13—July 19, 2020)

7:00am—Mass
7:30-7:45am—Private Meditation

9:30-11-30—Adults
Sacramental Class
 3:00pm—3:30pm (Confession)

6:00pm Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$80.00

Tithes & Offerings...$685.00

1—SATURDAY



4:30pm Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$227.00

•

$2,926.78

2nd Reading:
Romans 8:28-30

Note: If you would like a Mass Intention said please notify the parish office by
email (olmc001@hawaii.rr.com) or call the parish office at (808) 239-9269.
Mahalo & God bless you!

From the desk of Fr. Paulo ofm cap.

From the desk of Fr. Paulo…
HO’OMAIKA’I – CONGRATULATIONS
We extend our congratulations and pray for the blessings for David
and Andrea Akui who upon convalidation of their marriage at the nuptial
mass entered into the sacred union of the Sacrament of Matrimony on Saturday, July 18 th.
What blessings they have received from our Lord, who uniting them together as man and
woman into one by the supernatural grace of the holy bond of matrimony.
They now eat the bread of life-the Holy Eucharist together unto life, together walk in the path
God has first called at their Baptism, leading unto eternal life.
“I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live
forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world” (John 6:54).
All baptized Catholic Christians by their virtue of baptism are bond by their promises made
at the Sacrament of Baptism to enter in the Sacrament of Matrimony in living together as
man and woman.
In our Gospel today, Matthew 13:44-56, the parables told by Jesus challenges and raises in
our conscience the poignant question; “How badly do you desire eternal life? How much are
you willing to pay the cost to obtain it?
Our Lord Jesus Christ suffered greatly and died on the cross for the cost, to purchase eternal
life for us, but we must still make personal choices every day, for love cannot be forced upon,
not even the love of God!
THIS SUNDAY, JULY 26th is the FEAST of ST. JOAQUIM and ST. ANNE
Although the Sunday mass celebrations supersede (supplant) the feast days of saints, we will
remember in our mass intentions all our grandparents both living and deceased of Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel. In the past 3 years we had celebrated parish grandparents’ day with prayers,
food and entertainment, but due to this year’s Covid-19 Pandemic we have to take a raincheck.
May God bless all our grandparents who really are our parish treasure, for they bridge the
faith of their grandchildren and sustain them in Jesus Christ.
FIRST SATURDAY, AUGUST 1st.
In fulfilling the request of Our Blessed Mother, we will have a Rosary prayed at 6:30am
followed by 7:00am Mass with Morning Prayers (Breviary). After mass there will be private
15-minute mediations on the mysteries of the Rosary, 7:30 am – 7:45am.
Our Lady of Fatima appeared on December 10, 1925 at Pentevedra, Spain to Sr. Lucia
and requested that consecutive Five First Saturdays in honor of her
Immaculate Heart, in reparations for all the insults and blasphemies made upon her Immaculate Heart.

Have a blessed week in the Lord!
Fr. Paulo ofm cap.

From the desk of Fr. Paulo ofm cap.
(Continue From the desk of Fr. Paulo…)

She requested: To attend mass, receive the Holy Communion in
state of grace, to pray the Rosary, to meditate 15 minutes the mysteries of the Rosary (Jesus’ life, passion and death and Our Lady’s
life) and to go to confession within the week.
Blessed Mother made a wonderful promise to those who willingly fulfill the 5 First Saturdays, “I promise to assist at the hour of death with the graces necessary for salvation.” (Our
Blessed Mother will be present at the hour of death with the actual grace of final perseverance).
OUR PARISH MONTHLY AUGUST EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Our Parish Monthly August Eucharistic Adoration will be held on Tuesday, August 4th beginning with 7:30am Mass and followed by the 8 hours of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
until 4:00pm, closing with Benediction.
The 8 hours made available for the Eucharistic Adoration are:
1). 8am – 9am. 2). 9am – 10am, 3). 10am -11am, 4). 11am -12 noon, 5). 12noon to 1pm, 6).
1pm -2pm, 7). 2pm – 3pm, 8). 3pm to 4pm. The Final closing with be the Benediction at
4:00pm.
Make it a point to call the church office (239-9269) or e-mail to indicate which hour you will
fill in. Come and humbly present yourself before our Lord Jesus Christ, exposed humbly in
the monstrance awaiting in Person, Soul and Divinity in the Blessed Sacrament.
This day is also the Feast of St. John Vianney, the Patron of all parish priests. Please pray to
the Lord of harvest, God our Father to call more young men to the priesthood, to be shepherds of our souls, pray for holy priests, it is the duty of the laity to do so, for the priest
comes from your homes.
102nd DEATH ANNIVERSARY of ST. MARIANNE COPE OSF
On Saturday, August 8, 2020 the Franciscan Sisters here in Hawai’i will be celebrating the
102nd death anniversary of St. Marianne Cope. Hawai’i is blessed with 2 saints, St. Damien
de Vuester, SSCC and St. Marianne Cope, OSF. As valiant and heroic disciples of Jesus
Christ, they loved God, trusted God and manifested many acts of virtues with Christlike
charity and extraordinary zeal that impacted God’s people. Especially to those afflicted with
Hansen’s Disease (leprosy) and exiled to Kalaupapa, Moloka’i.
In 1883, Mother Marianne Cope and 6 sisters of St. Francis answered the plea of King Kalakaua and Queen Kapiolani to journey and to serve the people of Hawai’i. For 35 years
Mother Marianne took care of those most desolate outcasts at Kalaupapa
with Fr. Damien de Vuester, giving herself generously and
untiringly for the victims of the dreaded disease of leprosy.

Have a blessed week in the Lord!
Fr. Paulo ofm cap.

From the desk of Fr. Paulo ofm cap.
(Continue From the desk of Fr. Paulo…)

She was beatified on May 14, 2005 and on October 21, 2012, she
was canonized St. Marianne Cope, Beloved Mother of Outcasts by
Pope Benedict XVI.
How relevant are those 2 saints in time, who selflessly sought out the outcasts of their day and care for both their physical and spiritual needs of them, despite the perils they face of the deadly leprosy, perhaps the most feared disease of its period in Hawai’i
and the world. Let us pray especially as the world faces the present affliction of Corona Virus
- Covid -19 that is ravaging the whole world.
Some relatives of mine called me from the mainland at the onset of the shutdown, attributed
to Corona Virus-Covid-19 and asked, “why did the Catholic Church shutdown so fast? Why
so many priests, bishops, cardinals and even our pope folded so quickly in fear and closed the
churches even before it was mandated by the State? Why from the very beginning, the Catholic Church leaders; pope, cardinals and bishops never stated that Catholic Church and her
worship are essential to the life of the Catholics? Many abortion clinics did so and fought for
their so call right to open their doors as essential. So did the many liquor stores? While our
spiritual shepherds from top down were dead silent and we saw none of them except hidden
behind cameras?”
I replied that I have no answers and that for now all we should do is pray for God’s mercy,
and God to raise among us prophetic and heroic shepherds to turn our hearts back to God.
Truly this Corona Virus – Covid-19 has lifted the hidden masks of so many as many more
sought to put on the physical mask for protection and it did reveal the hidden things of the
hearts of many of our shepherds. Lord have mercy! Pray for the shepherds, pray for me!
“And If my people, upon whom my name has been pronounced, humble themselves and
pray, and seek my presence and turn from their evil ways, I will hear them from heaven
and pardon their sins and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).
Have a blessed week in the Lord!
Fr. Paulo ofm cap.

Have a blessed week in the Lord!
Fr. Paulo ofm cap.

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 26, 2020
Scripture Reflections

Old Testament: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12
God is pleased with King Solomon response, after God said to him;
“Ask something of me and I will give it to you.” Instead of wealth, power or length of life for himself as expected of a ruler, King Solomon rather asked that he be given an understanding heart to
judge and to distinguish right from wrong as he governed his people.
You may all recall in the beginning of this year when New York Governor Como and the New York
legislature signed into law, the abortion at 9th month law and applauded and celebrated at the legislature hall and added insult to God they lit the Empire State Building with glow of lights that night
in celebration. Few days after that event a priest friend of mine from New York called me and stated; “we must pray for God’s mercy, for our leaders are deaf and are blind to what is so obvious a
grave moral evil that cries to heaven for vengeance and dreadful chastisement will fall upon us all.”
He went on to say, “even a child knows what is evil, it does not take a rocket scientist to know that.”
While reflecting on our first reading 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12, I could not help but recall that poignant conversation I had with my priest friend from New York. Now what is telling of King Solomon is his
humility clearly recognizable as he responded to God with the words “give your servant…” he recognized first and foremost that he is a servant of God, and that he governs the vast chosen people,
because God called him to do so for God’s glory, not for his glory.
The same priest friend also further stated; “perhaps the problem today is that many of the world’s
political leaders and even church leaders forget this important truth and conduct themselves as
though they are the privileged people. Sadly, totally absent of humility, forgetting that they are foremost the servants of God. When political leaders- politicians or church leaders, bishops, cardinals
or even a pope forget this truth, they aggrandize themselves and no longer represent nor have the
faith or the grace so necessary for their office or ministry”.
His words made me wonder, perhaps that is why many political leaders and even many church leaders cannot distinguish the right from the wrong? When so many leaders of both spheres are deadly
silent causing so many Christians to be confused or even lost? Is it not so obvious what is evil when
the statues of saints and even Jesus and Mary are desecrated even as churches are set on fire in our
country? Around the world, ancient Catholic Church of Hagia Sophia now turned into an active
mosque? When Xi Jingping, the Chinese Premier blatantly makes the law to force the removal of all
crucifixes, statues, sacred pictures from all Catholic Christian homes and to replace them with the
portraits of Mao Zedong or himself? When the faithful Chinese Christians disobey the law they incur the loss of all retirement funds and state assistance for the elderly, yet we learned that so many
Chinese Catholic Christian families, though even feel abandon by Rome (pope), still chose Jesus
Christ and not only forfeited their rightful privileges as Chinese citizens but even are imprisoned?
We who are free and able to practice our Catholic Christian Faith must wake up, we can no longer
take for granted our Faith. Time is fast approaching even in our country when persecutions of Christians now mainly still somewhat obscure is quickly becoming overt and blatant, where we too will
face difficult choices to remain a Christian worthy of Jesus Christ.

(Continue Scripture Reflections…)
Late Cardinal Francis Eugene George of Chicago (1937-2015) stated just 5 years ago; “I expect to
die in bed, my successor will die in prison and his successor will die a martyr in public
square” (April 15, 2015).
Our days of simply sitting on the fence and making the best of both sides or dilly – dally days are
quickly ending; unless we choose Jesus Christ and firmly live the Faith, we will be swept away and
loose the Faith - heaven (treasure – fine pearl- today’s gospel) which our grandparents and many
before us endured so bravely to hold and pass it on to us.
No wonder Jesus sternly admonished such a tragic state of life; “You shall indeed hear but not
understand, you shall indeed look but never see. Gross is the heart of this people, they will
hardly hear with their ears, they have closed their eyes…” (Isaiah 6: 9-10).

My grandmother often in her wisdom would say to us her grandchildren at our Sunday family
breakfast brunch gatherings, while we were busy eating the breakfast she made for all of us; “the
worst curse that can happen to you growing up, when you cannot tell what is right and wrong because you refuse to obey God now, minus well be deaf and blind, so that you do not run into hell,
remember that.”

New Testament: Romans 8:28-30
If anyone in the New Testament, I believe it is St. Paul who most recognized and understood what it
is to live in and for Christ. Earlier in his life he was an ardent persecutor of Christians but who
through the power of Christ’s mercy was struck down from his high horse and awaken to the truth.
Once the scales that blinded his eyes were removed he saw with clarity who Jesus Christ is and he
gave his whole life to Christ and literally what would have been the ends of the world of his time he
went forth boldly to spread the truth of Jesus Christ…the Gospel.
No obstacles, no sufferings, no misfortunes nothing would shake him down from the firm love and
faith he embraced in his converted heart.
We must pray and seek God’s grace to give us a heart that would conform to the Heart of Jesus and
most of all that no matter what we must encounter in this life, our eyes will be always set firmly on
our goal…eternal life, as St. Paul did so well. “I have fought a good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).
No wonder he stated, “Brothers and sisters: We know that all things work for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his purpose”. To St. Paul, nothing in life is a mere coincidence, God has a purpose and our part is simply to hold firmly to that purpose, live the life God has
planned for us even before the moment we were conceived in our mother’s womb. “Before I
formed you in the womb, I knew you, before you were born, I set you apart…” (Jeremiah 1:5).
In our difficult “new normal – Covid-19” situations we find ourselves today, let us like St. Paul hold
firmly to our faith in Jesus Christ and transform each day into the glory of God…that we live out to
witness our Christian faith… live our lives in accordance to God’s commandments.
Cry out with the psalmist today, “Lord I love your commands” (this Sunday’s Responsorial
Psalm).

Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52
I am sure many of us growing up had lots of things we wanted for Christmas or for our birthdays or
we simply wanted it badly. Perhaps we did little chores here and there and saved the hard earn money to purchase that item we wanted badly and experience for a while great satisfaction of owning it.

(Continue Scripture Reflections…)
Perhaps as adults we still do, think of how much time and energy we spent to possess that item we
wanted it badly. How many Lord’s Day and the worship of our God just for an hour for a day has
been skipped?
If we can only translate that desire, that energy into what ultimately matters it would make a whole
lot of difference in our brief earthly life.
The parables, the treasure found in the field and the fine pearl obtained reveal to us the important
lesson of what one must do to obtain the kingdom of heaven, that nothing is to be spared from possessing it. How badly do you desire eternal life? What cost are you willing to pay to attain eternal
life – the Kingdom of God?
Mathew’s gospel today is the continuation of Chapter 13 we had been hearing for the past 2 weeks
(15th & 16th Sundays), a chapter totally filled with parables that Jesus taught to all who were drawn
to him. The parables not only simplify the lesson but invited all listeners to enter the lesson itself
and enabled all listeners to make choices – decisions that were personal and deeply life changing.
How interesting to hear in the first parable that the treasure was simply found in the field. The finder
was not searching for it, he simply came upon it. But the consequence of finding that treasure is all
telling, “out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” Why buy that field where the
treasure was found? In ancient times institutions like banks and savings and loans as we take for
granted to safeguard our hard earnings were nonexistent, people with wealth simply buried it in the
ground, hoping to dig it up again later. Of course, dislocations caused by wars and other calamities
force people to move and often buried wealth were left behind or forgotten. That is why the person
finds the buried treasure. But why even buy the field where he found it? It is to possess that find
without any cause of dispute.
That person truly valued his find, it must have been of a great worth that he is even filled with joy as
he departs with all his present possessions to buy that field and totally obtained that treasure!
In our second parable, it is quite different for the merchant (person) is searching for the fine pearls,
that is he is actively seeking for what he desires. It takes a lot of him for unlike the first parable he
does not simply stumble upon it, he had to diligently exert himself for the find.
Yet the lesson here is precisely the same as the first parable, for once he finds it (the pearl of great
price – kingdom of heaven) “he goes and sells all that he has and buys it.” Nothing is spared to possess the ultimate wealth, the kingdom of heaven.
In life’s experiences surely, we have undergone the same things, where we simply came upon the
buried treasure, the kingdom of God in our ordinary day in day out life. Though we may not have
recognized it at first, God’s mercy and grace poured on us daily, somehow, we felt deep in our
hearts (came upon it) to what really mattered. Perhaps it happened when we were flat on our back in
the hospital or when we were simply awakened by God’s mercy and grace to truly realize what really mattered in this passing life. We may not have even deserve it, but God bestowed it upon us, and
we were invited to respond. “But proves his love for us, in this: While we were yet sinners
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Perhaps like the merchant we kept searching for the fine pearl –
kingdom of God, for life’s experiences of earth’s pleasures and possessions were too quickly fleeting and somehow deep in our hearts we wanted much more. As St. Augustine experienced it; “You
have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless, until we it rests in you” (St. Augustine Bishop of Hippo).
The great tragedy will be when the fine pearl – kingdom of heaven is found and yet we continued to
refuse to respond because we rather cling to the present passing pleasures and wealth of earthly life
and lose the sight of heaven.

(Continue Scripture Reflections…)
I highly recommend that we do not wait, rather once we find the hidden treasure or the fine pearl
(kingdom of heaven). Let us pray that we divest ourselves of all that hinders us from possessing the
kingdom of heaven worth beyond our imagination. “But it is written: What eye has not seen, and
ear has not heard, and what has not entered the human heart, what God has prepared for
those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).
What hinders or prevent us from possessing the kingdom of heaven and what must be removed or
divested from our lives? The answers are very simple, anything and anyone that prevent us from
fully obeying God’s commandments and partaking of the Holy Eucharist in a worthy manner
(without mortal sin).
Finally, in the gospel, the 3rd parable exhorts us not to dilly-dally, to procrastinate in choosing and
doing what is God’s will for us in this brief earthly life. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net
thrown into the sea, which collects fish of every kind. When it is full they haul it ashore and sit
down to put what is good into the buckets. What is bad they throw it away.”
Are you a worth while fish like the yellow fin tuna, opa, marlin, mahi mahi, skip jack, wahoo,
sword fish, halibut, mackerel or ahi? Hopefully you’re not a stone fish or a puffer fish? “The angels
will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where
there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.” These are frightening words from the mouth of our
Savior, for Jesus wants us all to clearly hear what awaits and be forewarned.
Now in this brief life if we are inedible stone fish or a puffer fish we can still transform into any of
the ono fish…yellow fin, opa, marlin, mahi mahi, skip jack wahoo, sword fish, halibut, mackerel or
ahi. But, be assured, the end is closer than we think, the net is even now being haul in, soon we will
be eternally separated, brothers and sisters, mothers, fathers, grandparents, cousins, friends and relatives will go the separate ways eternally, to what each has chosen in this brief life.
Titles, honors and even blood relations do not matter in the sight of God, (Matthew 7: 22-24 &
Matthew 12:48-50) what only matters are simply this, we obey God’s commandments and do
God’s will. So simple yet tragically so many choose to remain deaf, dumb and blind to the truth!

Next week’s Readings :
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1—3, Second Reading: Romans
8:35, 37—39, Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:13—21.

