Fr. Paulo Kosaka, O.F.M. Cap.
48-422 Kamehameha Highway / Kaneohe, Hawaii 96744
Office Phone Number: (808) 239-9269 / E-mail: olmc001@hawaii.rr.com
Website: mtcarmelhawaii.com / Fax Number: (808) 239-8561

Welcome to Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church

E komo mai!
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We the Ohana of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church
stand united as a committed multicultural parish in
prayer and faith; with the power of the Holy Spirit,
and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary; to
evangelize in the service of God, by sharing the good
news of our Lord Jesus Christ in our words and
actions with the hope of eternal salvation for all.
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WEEK SCHEDULE
24

16—SUNDAY





7:00 am—Mass
8:30 am—Mass
10:00 am—Mass
11:30 am—Mass

17—MONDAY
7:00 am—Mass
10:30 am—Blessing
& Anointing
 5:30 pm—Baptismal Mtg.



18—TUESDAY


7:00 am—-Mass

19—WEDNESDAY



7:00 am—Mass
10:00 am—Special
Sacramental Class

20—THURSDAY



6:30 am—Mass
9:00 am—Funeral-offsite

21—FRIDAY


7:00 am—Mass

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish Treasure Report

AUGUST 8 & AUGUST 9, 2020

Healing & Strength for:
Fr. Gus Gumataotao,
Armon Wilson, Pat
Pilanca, Suesue Suesue,
Rosemary Crosson, Virgil
Lau, Ester Borges,
Fumiko Sullivan, Iwie
Tamashiro, Duane Cabe,
Joann Olivera, Benjamin
Pule, David Quiogue,
Annie Merfalen, Mina
Mahuka-Kim, Lisa Smith,
and Jim Cross.

Queenship of Mary
6:30 am—Rosary
7:00 am—Mass
3:30 pm—Confession
or by appointment.
 4:30 pm—Mass
 6:00 pm—Mass

Tithes & Offerings...$223.00

6:00pm Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$140.00

7:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$231.00

8:30am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$310.00

10:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$241.00

11:30am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$75.00

OTHER: ONLING GIVING

Birthday Blessings for:
Winnie Verdadero
and Duane Cabe.

Tithes & Offerings...$480.00
Pledge…$50.00
(August 3—August 14, 2020)
Mahalo to all our guests & givers online!

22—SATURDAY





4:30pm Mass

For All Poor Souls.

OCCASIONAL OFFERINGS:
Building fund…$75.00
• Candles…$58.50
• Mailed-In Deposits…$440.00
- Offering…$125.00
•

- Confirmations…$210.00
- Home Visitations…$105.00

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

GRAND TOTAL OF:

*Monday, Wed. & Friday
8:30 am- 4:30 pm
**Tuesday & Thursday
8:30 am - 12:30 pm
***Observed Holidayʼs
Office Closed.

$2,763.50

SPIRITUAL SERVICE
If you or a loved one needs
anointing, please call the parish
office (808) 239-9269 for the
priest to arrange an
appointment.

Note: If you would like a Mass Intention said please notify the parish office by
email (olmc001@hawaii.rr.com) or call the parish office at (808) 239-9269.
Mahalo & God bless you!
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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
From the desk of Fr. Paulo…
CONGRATULATIONS - HO’OMAIKA’I
TO OUR CONFIRMATION AND FIRST HOLY
COMMUNICANTS
We extend our congratulations and pray for God’s blessings: Winnie D.
Verdadero (First Holy Communion & Confirmation) Melody Rapusas
(Confirmation), and Nadine Rapusas (Confirmation).
Despite the challenges posed by the present Corona Virus - Covid – 19
Pandemic they have completed their preparations and received their
Sacraments, completing their Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist).
Congratulations also to the sponsors - god parents; Mariezanelle
Sumaoang, Lucy Salas and Serenity Lau who have taken upon themselves to assist them in their spiritual journey by encouragements and
most of all by their examples of Catholic Christian life.

Have a blessed week in the Lord!
Fr. Paulo ofm cap.
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Scripture Reflections
Old Testament: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7
Israelites’ exile in Babylon came to an end, but the experience
of the exile left long term trauma, one of the greatest challenges Israelites had faced upon their return to Jerusalem.
Their lot in the long exile was the deprivation of the temple and ritual worship,
(temple in Jerusalem was left destroyed), their own king and ruling system (nonexistent), creating untold hardships, especially to their faith (covenant) which they
strove to keep intact, which was the core value of their Jewish identity during the
long years of their exile.
Our reading today is from chapters 56-66 of Second Isaiah of the post exile period. A collection of oracles addressed to the Israelites after they return to their
homeland from their exile in Babylon. In Babylon, they had found themselves
mixed with foreigners and their gods of other subjugated territories who were in
Babylon. It was a practice of the conquering powers to meld their subjugated peoples to ensure control and most of all to discourage rebellion (divide and ruleconquer).
The Israelites, God’s people while in Babylon had found themselves not only living
closely with foreigners subjugated under King Nebuchadnezzar but faced a daunting challenge to remain faithful to their true faith in the midst of so many other
religions.
Though Israelites avoided intermarriages to safeguard their purity of faith and as
the Chosen People, but by the time they return from their exile, interestingly some
of the foreigners influenced by them had sought to join their religion, the prophet
(2nd Isaiah) welcome them. This decision and actions of 2nd Isaiah fulfilled the
teaching of his predecessor, the First Isaiah (54-55), “that the Lord reigns over all
nations”, (the song of salvation through the vicarious, suffering sacrifice comes a
great fortissimo of triumph).
The Israelites who are God’s people must forge their lives by the covenant and
were chastised in error, encouraged, and guided upon repentance by the presence
of the prophets God sent among them. The Israelites were therefore to act justly,
ie., they must always do the right thing (covenant) and so prepare themselves for
the justice or deliverance of the Lord that will soon be made manifest.
In Second Isaiah, the central aspect of the obligation to keep the Sabbath free
from profanation is more specific and pronounced than the preceding ones (First
Isaiah). This is because the paramount importance of the practice of living differently on the seventh day (Sabbath) arose during the exile when it truly mattered
for them. The Israelites lost their land and lived among non-Jews and foreign gods
and only by their diligent practice of the obligation of the covenant – Sabbath
stood as the bulwark in their struggle not to lose their unique identity as God’s
people in the midst of foreigners and foreign gods.
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We find this emphasis made by Prophet Isaiah (2nd Isaiah) of the uppermost importance of keeping the Lord’s covenant – Sabbath in our reading today, with the
seven repetitions of the word, “my” spread through passage highlighting what the
Lord provides for those who serve him – keeping his covenant.
This bounty includes “my” salvation, “my” justice, “may” covenant, “my” holy
mountain, “my” house of prayer (twice) and “my” altar.
Interestingly the emphasis made on “my holy mountain” is Jerusalem, “my house
of prayer” is the temple or Lord’s mountain different from all other places because, 2nd Isaiah accentuates that all peoples - all races will find a home in God’s
holy mountain. Likewise, the temple is house of prayer for all peoples – all races, a
joyful dwelling where believers celebrate and deepened the relationship they have
with the Lord and with each other.
The lesson is clear to us, we may live now in “post Christian era” since many Christian values are no longer espoused by the society as a whole and Christians are
singled out in many subtle attacks if not overt attacks too.
How are we Catholic Christians to live in such intimidating and daunting situations? The answer is simple, strive to be faithful to the 10 Commandments and
the faithful practice of our “sabbath” the Lord’s Day! (Saturday vigil & Sunday). Let
nothing profane them, that is to violate or defile them so that our identity is made
manifest and that all people of goodwill may be drawn to give glory to God!

New Testament: Romans 11:13-15, 29-32
It is to the Jews that St. Paul has been talking up to this time, but now he turns to
the Gentiles (non-Jews) after the Jews rejected all his endeavors to reach out and
to convince them that the Messiah whom they await is Jesus Christ.
St. Paul found that his efforts had borne no fruit and now he turns to the Gentiles.
This fulfils his call, St. Paul is the apostle to the Gentiles, but still he cannot ever
forget his own people (Jews). In fact, he goes to the length of stating that one of
his main objectives is to move the Jews to envy (jealousy) when they see what
Christianity has done for the Gentiles.
We know that St. Paul tirelessly spent his life to spread the Gospel to the ends of
the earth and even though he was the apostle to the Gentiles, his resolute and
steadfast dedication to Jesus Christ, also drew many Jews to Christianity.
It was St. Paul’s hope, prayer, and ambition that some day the Jews would see
what Christianity had done for the Gentiles and be moved to desire it.
“I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I
glory in my ministry in order to make my race jealous and thus save some of
them” (Romans 11:13).
One of the surest ways to make a person desire Christianity is to make them see
in actual life what it can do. St. Paul use the word” jealous”, a word filled much
emotion, yet the point is the same, as to persuade or to influence.
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We know by our life experiences that nothing inspires and awakens people to
what is most important to them than by the personal actions – the examples
shown to them, especially when they are done at the expense of personal cost.
There is a story about the U.S. Army platoon in Korean War that was ambushed by
the North Koreans in the mountainous region, where many of the soldiers were
wounded in the day long skirmish. A Catholic Chaplain happened to be assigned
to one of the 3 squads that comprised the platoon. It was said that the Catholic
Chaplain refused to leave with the retreating men transporting the seriously
wounded out in the thick of the night, he remained with the squad of soldiers left
to guard the rear.
In the heat of the battle next day, he darted here and there in the thick of the firefight risking his life to give water to some soldiers who were wounded. At one
point when the ration of water ran out, he gave them water from his own water
bottle to quench their thirst while he himself remained parched with thirst. In the
night, when the chill frost came down, he covered the wounded soldiers with his
own blanket and coat. He finally wrapped them up in even more of his clothes to
save them from the biting cold.
When the besieged men were finally rescued few days later and the wounded with
the exhausted men were being transported out, one of the wounded soldiers
reached out to the Catholic Chaplain and stated: “You are a Christian aren’t you?”
“I try to be a Christian” replied the Chaplain. Then said the wounded soldier, “if
Christianity makes a man do for another man what you have done for me and the
other men, tell me about it, because I want it”. Christianity in action moved him to
desire a faith which could produce a life like that.
Mahatma Gandhi is known to have said when he was a young lawyer in South Africa when asked about Christianity; “I like your Christ; I do not like your Christians,
they are so unlike Christ.”
We know that at one point he studied Christianity and was attracted to it, in fact
he went to worship in one of the churches but he was turned away by an elderly
Christian at the entrance of the church who barred his entrance and told him;
“Where do you think you are going kaffir?”
The proven and perhaps the best way to inspire – draw others to Jesus Christ is
done not by our words, no matter how convincing or eloquent they may be, but
with our actions, especially when our actions come at a personal cost to us, men
and women’s hearts are touched.
Spouses, parents and elders can best draw - inspire their spouse, children or
grand-children to Jesus Christ not by nagging, threatening or with compromising
words but rather by their sacrificial love - actions, that witnesses in personal love
of Jesus Christ.
Finally, the powerful point St. Paul is making here in Romans is that despite the
rejection of Jesus by the Jews the gifts and the call of God is irrevocable and that
the rejection – disobedience of Jews brought about mercy in our disobedience.

6

St. Paul sees that unlike humans (us), God does not regret granting favors when
their recipients do not appreciate such benevolence and continue to go their way.
God in his infinite mercy reveals that the disobedience of Jews and Gentiles provide occasions for God to manifest the infinite range and inclusiveness of divine
mercy.
To St. Paul, it would be a bliss if the Jews came in. If the rejection of the Jews had
one so much, if, through it, the Gentile world had been reconciled to God, what
superlative glory must come when the Jews came in.
If the tragedy of rejection has had results so wonderful, what will the happy ending be like, when the tragedy of rejection has changed to the glory of reception?
St. Paul can only say that it will be like life from the dead. “For if their (Jews) rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life
from the dead?” (Romans 11: 15).
Let our lives speak volumes of the love we bear for Jesus Christ, rather than our
words!

Gospel: Matthew 15: 21-28
When a loved one is ill or hurting, we are willing to go to greatest lengths to make
things right again. We turn to those we believe best qualified to render assistance
and provide a means of healing.
This is the situation of the Canaanite woman – the mother who does a natural
thing; she reaches out to the very one she knows can free her daughter from the
grip of evil.
The irony is that this woman is a complete outsider a Canaanite – not a Jew who
would not ordinarily be receptive to Jesus who is a Jew at all. But her plea is sincere and outshines the tepid responses and skepticism of Jesus’ closest followers
the disciples. “…Send her away, for she keeps calling out after us” (Matthew
15:23).
In this way, she exemplifies that spirit of unconditional trust of everyone in need
who looks to Jesus in the most trying circumstances of life.
But Jesus’ silence immediately puts a new spin on the story. It highlights one of
the greatest challenges for believers, and more specifically the challenge of maintaining our faith in the course of our prayer life when nothing seems to happen.
“He said in reply, I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24).
The lack of a response on Jesus’s part by no means points to an absence of concern on his part. We know that Jesus hears and that he will respond in a decisive
way. But for the moment, Jesus’ silence especially his reply that on face value
seems to turn away the pleading cry of the Canaanite woman, “it is not right to
take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs” (Matthew 15:26), poses
a severe test to the Canaanite woman or to anyone for that matter who seek Jesus
in life’s dire need.
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Yet how amazing that a heart of a mother would not take the initial no for answer
for it is a heart filled with unwavering love of her daughter. Such a heart, any heart
that seeks on behalf of a love cannot be turn away, even as it makes no sense at
all humanly; and would be able to reply in faith, “Please Lord, for even the dogs
eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters” (Matthew 15: 27).
Why did Jesus seemingly insult the Canaanite woman insinuating that food of the
children are not to be thrown to the dogs?
The truth is it would have been easy for Jesus to simply heal the Canaanite woman’s daughter at her initial plea for it was from a sincere heart, yet Jesus prolongs
the woman’s plea.
It is easy for a miracle to happen, physical healing but healing of inner self –
growth of faith is not. We must always remember that Jesus’ ultimate healing is to
grant eternal life and eternal life can only begin with faith. (see healing of paralytic man at Capernaum in Matthew 9:1-8, Mark 2:1 -12, Luke 5:17-26…Which
is easier to say to the paralytic man your sins are forgiven or today get up
and walk?).
Men and women can be healed physically, even dead Lazarus and the dead daughter of Jairus an official was brought back to life, but they were not resurrected,
just prolong - extended earthly life. If any of them would have turned to life of sin
and forfeit eternal life what good would it do? If one were to be granted health,
extension of life, even prosperity or any sort of what we human heart may value as
worth living if we in turn lose our faith-soul? (see Matthew 16:26, Mark 8:36).
How do we deal with seemingly unanswered prayers, when all answers to our prayers seem unheard and those dry spells envelope us when the silence can be so
deafening? Do we assume that God is oblivious to our needs? Sometimes those
periods of apparent silences occur so that we can hear the voice of the Lord with
the greatest clarity and discern his will in faith.
Those are the moments when God draws us into the deep waters of faith, out beyond the breakers when we can no longer touch bottom and understand things
from our limited human perspectives. That is when we must surrender completely
to God like the Canaanite woman did when she entered into the profound mystery
of God abiding presence, when she wisely replied; “She said, please Lord for,
even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters” (Matthew 15:27).
God will grant all that we need for eternal life, but God will never fulfill our
wants… anything, anyone that will deprive us of our eternal life…not even health
or extension of our earthly life. *

Next week’s Readings...LOOKING AHEAD—August 23, 2020
Old Testament: Isaiah 22:19—23, New Testament: Romans
11:33—36, Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:13—20.
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