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WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF MT.
CARMEL CHURCH

E komo mai!

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We the ‘Ohana of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church
stand united as a committed multicultural parish in
prayer and faith; with the power of the Holy Spirit,
and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary;
to evangelize in the service of God, by sharing the
good news of our Lord Jesus Christ in our words
and actions with the hope of eternal salvation for all.
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Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
11—SUNDAY (Lapule)
Þ Eucharis c Adora on 6:45am – 7:15am
Þ

Mass 7:30am

Þ Eucharis c Adora on 9:00am – 9:45am
Þ

Mass 10:00am

12—MONDAY (Po'akahi)
Þ

Holy Name of Mary – Mass
8:00am

13—TUESDAY (Po'alua)
St. John Chrysostom (347AD 407AD) Mass 8:00am
Þ 11:00am - Windward Vicariate
Priests’ Mee ng- St. Roch
Þ

14—WED. (Po'akolu)
St. Notburga (1313AD) Mass
8:00am
Þ 10-12pm—Foodbank 9-1-1
Þ 6:30pm - Rachel’s Vineyard
Mee ng
Þ

15—THURSDAY (Po'aha)
Þ

St. Catherine of Genoa (1447 –
1510) Mass 7:00am

16—FRIDAY (Po'alima)
Þ

St. Cornelius (253AD) Mass
8:00am

17—SATURDAY (Po'aono)
St. Hildegard of Bingen (1098
– 1179) Mass 7:00am
Þ 3:30pm – 4:00pm - Confession
Þ 4:30pm - Vigil Mass
Þ

18—SUNDAY (Lapule)
Mass 7:30am
Þ 8:45am - Faith Forma on
(CCD)
Þ Mass 10:00am
Þ

Healing and Strength for:

Imelda Rapusas, Bobby Wilson,
Frances Padeken, Gary Navarro,
Eileen Pacheco, Fumiko Sullivan, Duane Cabe, Moon Pilanca,
Clementine Kong, Maria
Halford, Kosaka &
Rivera Ohana, Lin English, Rose
Wages, Florentia, Bernadine
Zimbra, Richard Asuncion,
Lono Lauahi, Diane Lau,
Allen Smith, Val Young,
Todd Kalehiki, and for all
parishioners that are homebound
and for all caregivers.

Birthday Blessings for:
Nick Cambra
Protection and Blessings
for: Our parish families, children, youth and young adults.
For Peace in Ukraine, in the
Middle East, in the Far East,
and in Central America.
Prayers for the Johnasen
Halas Ohana for guidance,
protection and health.
Prayers for +Emily
and +Samuel Halas
Mahalo for your prayers!

BIG MAHALO to:

Tasha Salas for cleaning the church
in preparations to our weekend
Masses! Betty Lou K. for the flowers on the altar, All the counters of
the weekends: Pua Kamaka, Charles
W., Francis J., Charlotte R., Lori
W., Betty Lou K., and Pacita W.,
and to our Foodbank Ministry team,
Nick C., Noella C., Carol V.,
Czarina S., Ronn H., Ann M.,
and Rapusas’. The grounds
keepers Larry L. and Lanikae L.
And to ALL the ministers in the
parish who serves so willingly and
faithfully in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord, Amen.
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Parish Treasure Report
For the weekend of:

SEPT 3 - SEPT 4
4:30pm Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$301.00
Building fund...$1,250.00
*Ohana in Christ…$50.00

7:30am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$518.00
Building fund...$445.00

10:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$211.00
Building fund...$135.00

OTHER: ONLINE GIVING
Funds types
Building...$200.00
Mass Intentions…$60.00
Offering / Tithes...$450.00
(August 29 - September 4, 2022)

OTHER: SECOND COLLECTIONS
Catholic Charities...$100.00
Catholic University of America...$10.00

GRAND TOTAL OF:

$3,620.00

*Monies leaving the church not
included in grand total.

Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time C

September 11, 2022
From the desk of Fr. Paulo…
Today, Sunday, September 11 marks the 21st anniversary of 9-11. I think most of us adults can
remember what or where we were doing on that date. That date forever changed the way of our
life and the security imposed upon us all in realiza on of the presence of evil in the world.
Back then I had just returned from visi ng my school classmates in New York State and enjoying a
quiet morning at the rectory in Our Lady of Good Counsel in Peal City. In fact, I was in the World
Trade Center and on the top viewing ﬂoor with my classmates on August 22, 2001.
Though 21 years have passed since, that tragic day is etched in my memory. Now reﬂec ng a er all
these years, I can be er appreciate the heroism and the sacriﬁces that took place that fateful day.
I am sure that some of us may have rela ves or friends that may have been the vic m of that day.
Let us remember in our prayers, so many who died on that day and many who are s ll aﬀected by
the horror of that day.

Have a blessed week in the Lord!
Fr. Paulo ofm cap.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE
September 28 – November 6, 2022: “Help Save Lives in Honolulu” Sign – Up and Pray. Through
prayer and fas ng, Community outreach and peaceful day vigil.

More informa on will be forth coming from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Respect Life Ministry. Lyn
Parish Coordinator & present members; Steve Ziadie, Jim & Candice Muneoka, Lori Whi ield,
Francis & Maryanne Johnson.

MARIANIST LECTURE
“Empty Churches: “Where have all the young people gone?”
Sunday, October 9, 2022, 4:00pm Mys cal Rose Oratory
(You can go online for life streaming) Learn more at: Chaminade.edu/marianist-lecture
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STEWARDSHIP DAY - WORK SHOP
Island wide Stewardship Workshop will take place Saturday, October 1st at St. Ann’s Church, 46 –
129 Haiku Road, Kaneohe.
7:00am Parish Mass, 8:00am Registra on and Con nental Breakfast, 8:30am Opening Prayer,
9:00am Presenta on and workshop & 11:30am closing mass with Bishop Larry.

ON – GOING
GIVE ALOHA (see a achment)
Do you shop at Foodland or Sack n Save? Use our parish promo onal code 79081 to beneﬁt our
parish fundraising.

2022 -2023 DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL – OHANA In CHRIST
(see a achment)

LOOKING AHEAD:
Monday, September 12th Holy Name of Mary – Mass 8:00am
Tuesday, September 13th St. John Chrysostom (347AD - 407AD) Mass 8:00am; Windward Vicariate
Priests’ Mee ng- St. Roch 11:00am
Wednesday, September 14th St. Notburga (1313AD) Mass 8:00am; Rachel’s Vineyard Mee ng
6:30pm
Thursday, September 15th St. Catherine of Genoa (1447 – 1510) Mass 7:00am
Friday, September 16th St. Cornelius (253AD) Mass 8:00am
Saturday, September 17th St. Hildegard of Bingen (1098 – 1179) Mass 7:00am, Confession 3:30pm
– 4:00pm, Vigil Mass 4:30pm
Sunday, September 18th, 25th Sunday Ordinary Time: Masses 7:30am and 10:00am, Faith
Forma on 8:45 - 9:45am.
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Scripture Reﬂec ons
Old Testament: Exodus 32: 7 – 11; 13 – 14
Background Context.
Go down at once to your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt, for they have become depraved: God has seen what has happened. He decided to wipe out all except a few who
are innocent amongst them from whom he will s ll make a great na on.
But Moses implored the Lord, his God: Moses bravely spoke on behalf of the people, sinful though
they were. They were “God’s people, he had brought them out of Egypt with such a great power
and with so strong a hand.” He had shown his power to Egypt and other pagan na ons. To destroy
his people now would shoe he had not the power to correct them, and he would thus lose face in
the eyes of the pagans.
Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, and how you swore to them by our own
self: Moses also reminds God of the promise his made on his oath-on his own honor to Abraham
and to the Patriarchs. He cannot break that oath.
I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky: God promised Abraham that he
would be father of a great race and give them the land of Canaan to be their heritage: “All the land
in sight I will give to you ad your descendants forever…Look up to heaven and count the stars if
you can. Such will be your descendants,” Genesis 12: 2; 15: 5.
So the Lord relented in the punishment he had threatened to inﬂict on his people: God listened
to the pleas of Moses. He spared the idolatrous people.

New Testament: 1 Timothy 1: 12 – 17

Background Context.
I am grateful to him who has strengthened me, Christ Jesus our Lord: St. Paul is grateful to Jesus
Christ for having converted him and for having made him his servant, his Apostle. He was conscious of his own unworthiness, but Jesus Christ judged him worthy servant for the spread of his
message.
I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and arrogant but I have been mercifully treated: St.
Paul refers to his past when he blasphemed Jesus Christ and persecuted his followers. These
crimes he a ributes to his won arrogance, his convic on that, as a strict Pharisee, he knew everything.
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Because I acted out of ignorance in my unbelief: But as St. Paul’s arrogance arose from his ignorance, Jesus Christ forgave him, giving him a superabundance of grace along with Chris an faith
and charity.
Indeed, the grace of our Lord has been abundant, along with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus: Timothy need have no doubt that Jesus came into this world as man in order to save sinners,
of whom St. Paul says he himself was the worst.
Of these I am the foremost. But for that reason, I was mercifully treated, so that in me, as the
foremost, Christ Jesus might display all his pa ence as an example for those who would come to
believe in him for everlas ng life: It is because St. Paul was such a great sinner that he received
such a great mercy and forgiveness. In dealing with St. Paul, Jesus had an opportunity to display all
his pa ence, this should encourage and y sinner who came to have faith in Jesus Christ. He too
could be sure of mercy and of eternal life.
To the king of ages, incorrup ble, invisible, the only God, honor, and glory forever and ever.
Amen: St. Paul closes these personal recollec ons with a doxology or hymn of praise to God the
Father who is called “king of ages” eternal ruler, immortal (incorrup ble in Greek), that is everlas ng, invisible, immaterial, spiritual, only God, unique. Two or more supreme being could be a
contradic on in terms. To him is due honor and glory forever ad ever. This doxology was probably
borrowed from Jewish prayers and already in use among Chris an communi es. It has preserved in
the church in the divine oﬃce down to the present day.

Gospel: Luke 15: 1 – 32
Background Context.
What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them: Israel was a pastoral
country; every village had its shepherds and ﬂocks of sheep and goats. The story or parable which
Jesus used therefore, was easily understood by all his audience. There was not a man amongst
them who would not act as Jesus’ shepherd acted.
A hundred sheep: Round numbers are used to facilitate the understanding of the story and to
make it vivid.
Leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go a er the lost one un l he ﬁnds it: This does not mean
that the shepherd loses interest in the ninety-nine. No shepherd could be so foolish. He sees that
they are safely protected before he sets out. The emphasis is on the interest the shepherded has in
each sheep. Out of a hundred, one would not be a big loss but, because he is interested in all of his
sheep, he does not wish to lose any of them.
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And when he does ﬁnd it, he sets it on his shoulders with a great joy: The lost sheep is probably
too weary a er its wanderings to walk back to the sheep-hold. The shepherd thinks nothing of his
won redness or of the extra weight. He is so delighted to have found it that he places the sheep
on his shoulders and returns to his base.
Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep: He is so overjoyed that he invites his neighbors and friends to come along and celebrate with him the recovery of his lost sheep.
I tell you: Our Lord now applies the parable to the spiritual world, for the beneﬁt of the scribes and
the Pharisees to understand.
In just the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety – nine: The emphasis is on the ﬁnding of the lost one. Not that the ninety-nine were not
valuable or esteem; the joy is complete because the number is again complete. God wants all men
to be happy with him in heaven. He will go to any length, including a search for lost ones – sinners,
even though he has already many just ones, in order to see this with of his fulﬁlled.
Righteous people who have no need of repentance: A clear hint here for the Pharisees who felt
that they were perfect and had no need for repentance.
Or what woman having ten coins and losing one: Our Lord uses another fact well known to his
hearers to drive hone the same lesson. It was customary for Jewish girls to get a dowry of a string
of silver coins on their marriage day. This ornament was worn around the neck or as band over
their foreheads- as Muslim women s ll wear it in Pales ne. T lose one might spoil the beauty of
the ornament, or perhaps it would look like carelessness on the part of the woman concerned. A
marriage souvenir just as a wife today will guard and cherish her wedding ring.
Would not light a lamp: The interior of the poorer Jewish homes at that me was dark, because
normally they had no windows.

Sweep the house searching carefully un l she ﬁnds it: The woman sweeps the ﬂoor of the oneroom house from wall to wall and searches among the collected its and pieces un l she ﬁnds the
lost coin.
And when she does ﬁnds it, she calls together her friends and neighbors: Like the shepherd, she
is so delighted that she wants to share her joy with all those around her. They in turn rejoice for
they realize how greatly she grieved over the loss of this coin.
Rejoice with me because I have found the coin that I lost. In just the same way, I tell you, there
will be rejoicing among the angels of God over one sinner who repents: All the residents of heaven will rejoice with God when a sinner who was lost is found, when one who had abandoned his
Lord and loving benefactor repents and comes back to God once more.
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Applica on to Life.
The 3 parables told by Jesus deals with that which was lost but now is found. 1st the parable of the
lost sheep, 2nd is the parable of the lost coin, and the 3rd is the parable of the Prodigal Son and his
Older Brother.
These 3 parables share a note of great joy at ﬁnding that which was lost- the joy that mirrors God’s
joy at a sinner’s repentance. But the older brother’s response is a counter point to this joyous
theme.
First, it is important to know to whom Jesus addressed the 3 parables to and second why did Jesus
do so.
To whom did Jesus address them to? The parables were addressed to the Jewish leaders of Jesus’
me the Pharisees and the scribes.
Why did Jesus do so? Jesus did so in response to the Pharisees and scribes who were complaining
and grumbling that Jesus was associa ng and ea ng at the houses of the tax collectors and sinners.
Jesus’ ﬁrst two parables oﬀer a mild rebuke to the Pharisees and scribes by reminding them of
heaven’s joy over the repentance of a sinner.

Then Jesus tells the parable of the prodigal son to set up a more severe rebuke when he concludes
with the story with the elder son’s behavior.
In other words, it is the older son’s behavior – which corresponds to the behavior of the Pharisees
and scribes that prompted the telling of these 3 parables, the reason why they were told and to
whom.
Yet when listening to the parable of the prodigal son we are called to also reﬂect which person do
we o en in our behaviors may most closely resemble the prodigal son or the older brother?
Remember that these roles are not ﬁxed. Some mes a person, that is we will ﬁnd ourselves most
closely resembling the prodigal son at one me and most closely resembling the elder son at
another me.
Therefore, we need to listen to the parable of the prodigal son, not as one simply told and
addressed about others but that it is told to us and how we are or were one me or another the
main characters in this parable.
Tragedy is that unless we do so, we will fall like the Pharisees and the scribes. When they witness
the tax-collectors and sinners who came gladly to hear Jesus, the Pharisees and scribes, respond to
Jesus with grumbling and they distance themselves from not only those
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who were coming to Jesus but even from Jesus himself and shut their hearts, not understanding
that they, too are sinners and need to repent.
In their pride they described Jesus as “this man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” The term
“this man” is a dismissive way to refer to Jesus and referring to Jesus in this way they not only disapprove of him but looked down upon him with scorn.
To them Jesus welcoming sinners and to eat with them made it appear that Jesus condoned their
behavior because ea ng together implied full fellowship. Of course, Jesus did not condone or accept the sinful behaviors, but he made it clear he came to save them as he stated in Ma hew 9:12
– 13, “it is not the healthy that need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: I
desire mercy, not sacriﬁce. For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners”
The amazing parable of the prodigal son truly unfolds those words of Jesus and who God is to us,
despite our sinfulness.
“A man had two sons” the man, the father stands for God and his two sons, the younger son the
tax collectors and sinners and the older son the Pharisees and scribes.
The younger son in blatant manner without shame said to his father, “father give me the share of
your estate that should come to me.” The father did so, and the younger son soon set oﬀ to a distant country and squandered it on life of dissipa on, that is in wasteful living.
Now the younger son sta ng to his father to give me what is to be mine is a great disrespect and
insult to his father. Typically, sons receive their inheritance on the death of their father, so the
younger son’s request is impudent and disrespec ul - it tantamount to saying to his father, “drop
dead”.
A father might of course decide to distribute part or all of the inheritance early, but the ini a ve
must be the father’s not the sons.
It is also true that in the event that a son received his inheritance prior to the father’s death, he
was expected to stay at home to provide for his parents in their old age.
Receiving an inheritance did not usually convey the right to dispose of the inheritance to sell ancestral land and turn it into cash.
To the father, the land represented his life work and in a sense his life itself. The father’s iden ty is
intertwined with his land so he would not easily part with it.
All his behaviors were especially appalling in the culture of Jesus’ me, where one took iden ty
from familial and community rela onships.
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However, this younger son took whatever he can get his hands on and not many days a er, the
younger son set oﬀ to a distant country where he squandered – wasted his inheritance on a life of
dissipa on.
The phrase, “set oﬀ to a distant country” has to do with more than geography. The place where
this young man goes is distant in miles but is also distant with regard to values. This young man is
distancing himself from his father and everything that his father stands for.
When we sin and break away from God, we do the same, we distance ourselves from God, and falling into mortal sins of lust, greed, pride, arrogance, envy, or sloth we not only distance and cut oﬀ
ourselves from God but we disregard who God is and all that God stands for.
Now when the younger son had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck the country where
he was and he found himself in dire need, he even hired himself out to the local ci zen and worked
in a farm to tend the swine.
We do not know what was in the younger son’s heart when he asked for his por on of the inheritance. Perhaps he intended to enjoy a bit of dissolute – wild living or perhaps had dreams of making it big on his own?
Regardless of his original intent when no longer subject to parental restraint, he lives and spends
wildly. Jesus leaves the meaning of “life of dissipa on” to our imagina on. Later, the older son will
accuse the younger son of consor ng with pros tutes “but when your son returns, who swallowed up your property with pros tutes…” (Luke 15:30).
The younger son is alive and well today. We all want freedom. We want to do what we want to do
when we want to do it. We chafe at accountability and resent supervision. We imagine that we
could make it big if only we had a much money or wealth.
If only I could get away from home…if only…The irony is that the lives of suddenly turning to become rich people o en parallel that of the younger son. Quick riches cannot ennoble a life that is
ﬂabby at the core. It is interes ng to note that when he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that country where he was and found himself in dire need. It would be hard to overstate
the depth of this young man’s degrada on.
The swine or the pig was one animal Jews avoided all associa on with, but this young man is reduced to serving pigs- se ng their food, enduring the pigs pushes and shoves, smelling their odor,
tolera ng their manners, and even envying the unappealing pig food.
But the amazing moment of grace comes to the younger son in his most dire situa on caused by
the severe famine. “Coming to his senses, he thought how many of my father’s hired workers
have more than enough food to eat, but here am I, dying from hunger.”
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This is called “aha” moment, in educa onal or in psychology, “a moment” that o en comes to us
a er hi ng the bo om and desiring to leave for be er. In Chris an understanding It is truly a
grace moment given by God when those “aha” moments - graces lead us back to the truth.
But ini ally, this younger son’s grace moment has less to do with repentance than with his selfinterest. For it was the lowly menial servant job to a pig farmer and in his hunger and poverty in
that dire condi on that awaken him to the core.
He then realized the contrast between his terrible situa on and that of his father’s servants, who
have plenty to eat. It dawns upon him that he should persuade his father to hire him as a servant.
We see how far the young man has fallen from when he was once a full-ﬂedged member of his
family, he now desires even the status of the servants who once were subject to his orders.
He most of all realized that he must take ac on - he must get up - he must go to his father and
must ask for his mercy.
This is the point at which a ruined life can be restored. It is the moment when a prodigal son or be
an alcoholic or drug addict or a sinner or whatever stripe suddenly admits, this is not working, I
need to change, I cannot do it on my own, I need to ask for help.
At that point, restora on becomes possible, not certain but possible. We know as Chris ans that
all things are possible with God and that we have an ac ve role in it.
We may note too that this young man’s sudden awareness falls far short of full repentance. Even
though he may have prac ced his speech, “father I have sinned against heaven and against you.”
and even as he stated to his father upon his return “I no longer deserve to be called your son”
amazingly his father seem that he did not hear any of it.
Though the younger son’s sudden awareness may fall far short of his full repentance for the injury
done to his father and his family and his intent on persuading his father to take him just as a servant may not be of true atoning for his sins but rather more of his concerned for himself to get out
of his dire situa on.
Yet forgiveness was inevitable for we read earlier that the father who had seen him far oﬀ, was
moved with compassion and ran and embraced and kissed him. As far as the father was concerned
his younger son whom he longingly waited everyday has returned to him.
Such is our God, a loving Father who never ceases to await our return and sends all the means graces necessary for us to abandon sin and to return to Him.
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Then the father said to his servants, “bring out the best robe, and put it on him. Put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet. Bring a fa ened calf, kill it and let us eat and celebrate; for this my
son was dead and is alive again, He is lost and is found.”
But what is emphasized here is that he has come to his senses and took ac ons to return to his father and sought to unite with him.
Yes, even as the famine brought about the great misfortune to the younger son, it had become the
instrument of his salva on for by hi ng the bo om he was awaken and brought about his willingness to consider returning home.
God o en uses adversity to bring us to our senses. In most cases, we cause our own misery, but
God always stands ready to redeem our misery.
In the many suﬀerings and hardships, we must face daily, even as we must seek remedy for them,
let us not fall into despair at all suﬀerings we face. For a Chris an suﬀering are always instruments
that unite us to the redemp ve power of Jesus Christ on the Cross.
For grandparents and parents, even as pastors, I am well aware that suﬀerings – misfortunes that
come our way can be redemp ve. That we must stand on behalf of those who are entrusted to us
and to plead before God for their weaknesses – sin as Moses and many other men and women in
the Scriptures.
Moses in the Book of Exodus, did so as he interceded with God who had intended to destroy the
Israelites who had become depraved and began to worship the false God, “they have soon turned
aside from the way I had pointed out to them, making a molten calf and worshipping it and
crying out, this is your God, O Israel…but Moses implored the Lord, his God saying why, O Lord,
should your wrath blaze up against your people…”
You are Moses, you are the men and women of God as found in the scriptures that must stand and
intercede for your loved ones, for if not who would do for them?
No misfortune or suﬀering should take us away from God, rather they are meant to be instruments
to draw us closer to God. Most of all that one person’s faithfulness like that of Moses, thousands
and thousands can be spared.
In the parable of the prodigal son, the father goes far beyond what is expected as he accepts his
younger son back. He takes immediate steps to remedy the son’s situa on, Dress the son in a son’s
clothing, pu ng a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet.

The robes – clothes, the ring and the sandals convey dignity. They show his status as his son. They
signify that the father is returning this young son fully into the family.
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The servants don’t wear robes rings and sandals, but instead clothing that marks them as servants.
And as they feast the killing of the fa ened calf, one which was only reserve for great celebra ons
that involved large crowd.
The father jus ﬁes all these lavish ac ons by sta ng “this son, my son was dead and is alive again.
He was lost and is found.”
The contrast dead and alive, lost and found are made. The father had almost, but not quite, given
up hope. Now he has found what he had longed to ﬁnd. His son is not only alive, but his come
home.
We ﬁnally come to the elder son, who having returned home from his work from the ﬁeld hears
music and partying going on. He ﬁnds out that it is his father and friends celebra ng the return of
his dishonorable younger brother.
The older brother is angry and would not go in to join the celebra on and thus his father comes
out to persuade him to come into the house.
The father is as full of goodness for his disobedient older son as he was for his disobedient younger
son. He comes outside to reconcile with the elder son just as he came outside to greet the younger
son.
The diﬀerence is that the younger son was open to whatever his father might say, but the older son
has hardened his heart.
There is an irony as the brother who had been on the outside is now on the inside, while the
brother who had been on the inside is now on the outside.
The poignant moment is when the father’s joy is sha ered, as he was celebra ng having both sons
under the roof again, but now ﬁnds the older son s ll outside, unwilling to enter the house or to
take part in the celebra ons.
The anger of the older son is felt by the word he spoke in response to the pleading of his father to
enter the house, he stated to his father, referring to his younger brother as “your son” and the father refuses to let that stand and states back to him, “your brother” signifying that he the older
son and the younger son are both important to him.
Then the father who had extended graces to the younger son who returned, now extends his grace
to his older son as well.
The father reassures the older son that the younger son’s presence aﬀects neither the father’s
aﬀec on for the elder son nor the elder son’s inheritance. Both are secure and always have been.
”My son you are with me always, everything I have is yours.”
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This is good news for the older sons among us. It is o en easier to love a dissolute younger brother
than a prideful, judgmental older brother but the father’s love is broad enough to encompass both
disobedient sons.
Jesus gave this parable of the prodigal son, in response to complaints to Pharisees and scribes who
complained that Jesus welcomed sinners and ate with them.
They need to hear that their inheritance is not diminished by God’s love for sinners.
They also need to hear that they have no right to draw boundaries that would exclude others from
God’s presence.
But what can a father say to reassure a son who will not be reassured? Where the younger son was
recep ve as a sponge, the older son is hard as a rock.
How can anyone not celebrate the resurrec on of a loved one? The problem of course is that the
older brother does not love the younger brother, and there is some ques on whether he loves the
father and even some ques on whether he loves himself.
Jesus does not tell us the outcome of the father’s pleas to the older son, but we are le with the
impression that the father has one repentant younger son and one unrepentant older son.
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