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WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF MT.
CARMEL CHURCH

E komo mai!
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We the ‘Ohana of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church
stand united as a committed multicultural parish in
prayer and faith; with the power of the Holy Spirit, and
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary; to evangelize in the service of God, by sharing the good news of
our Lord Jesus Christ in our words and actions with
the hope of eternal salvation for all.
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Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish Treasure Report
For the weekend of:
FEBRUARY 6 & 7, 2021

14—SUNDAY (Lapule)




7:00am—Mass
8:30am—Mass
10:00am—Mass

15—MONDAY (Po'akahi)



7:00am—Mass
Parish Office Closed due to
President’s Day Holiday.

16—TUESDAY (Po'alua)



12:00pm+Josephine Leon
Guerrero (Private)
7:00pm—Fr. Paulo assisting
Confessions at St. John
Vianney

17—WEDNESDAY (Po'akolu)
ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES
 8:30am—Mass
 6:30pm - Mass
Note: We kindly ask that you
call the parish office to make a
reservation. We don’t want to
risk the safety of others nor
ourselves. Please follow
instructions. Mahalo!

18—THURSDAY (Po'aha)
8:00am - Funeral Mass for
+Marylou Blair (Private)

19—FRIDAY (Po'alima)



4:30pm Mass
Tithes & Offerings…$400.00

Mina Mahuka-Kim, Allen
Smith, Di Leon Morrow,
Moon Pilanca, Clementine
Kong, Diane Lau, Hannah
Salas, Benjamin Pule, Duane
Cabe, Ester Borges, Eileen
Pacheco, Julia Duarte, David
Quiogue, Annie Merfalen,
Lisa Smith, Trina Muraki,
Rose Wages, Sheri Pokipala,
and for all of their caregivers.
Thanksgiving to God for the
miraculous healing of:
Fr. Jose Villagomez
Birthday Blessing for:
Joshua Conduff
Wedding Anniversary
Blessing for:
Rick & Grannette Pulliam
For the souls of:
+Fr. Gus Gumataotao
+Peralta Ramirez
+William Naki

7:00am—Mass
6:30pm—Stations of the
Cross (in the church)

20—SATURDAY (Po'aono)

...this week to Carol Valant for

cleaning the Church, Lanikae,
Colin, Nick, and Larry for
works of faith!.
Mahalo & God bless!
Correcon to last week bullen: Storage
cleaning by Frances Padeken had been
re-scheduled to Monday. Mahalo!
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7:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$1,569.00
8:30am Mass
Tithes & Offerings…$281.00
10:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$282.00
OCCASIONAL OFFERINGS
• Birthday Blessing…$110.00
• Building Fund…$51.00
• First Offering…$40.00
OTHER: ONLING GIVING
• Tithes & Offerings...$870.00
• Pledge…$100.00
(February 6—February 12)

OTHER: WALK IN / MAIL IN
• Baptism...$150.00
• Funeral…$100.00
• Tithes & Offerings...$215.00
(February 1—February 12)

GRAND TOTAL OF:

$4,168.00

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
February 14, 2021
From the desk of Fr. Paulo …
HAPPY ST. VALENTINE’S DAY
On February 14th, many people celebrate Valen-ne’s Day to share their
aﬀecon by sharing red roses or chocolate candies oen in the form of a
heart.
Though popularized and commercialized today in colors of red and chocolate candies in shapes of hearts that are shared by the courtship of a man
and a woman, it is interesng to note that it is the Feast of a Catholic Chris-an Saint, St. Valen-ne who was a 3rd Century Roman priest and a physician
who was martyred by Emperor Claudius II for refusing to deny Jesus Christ,
in year 269 AD. He is the patron saint of lovers, epilepcs and beekeepers.
So today when you share a Valenne’s card, candy-chocolate, or ﬂowers,
know that its root is in the undying love St. Valen-ne professed for Jesus
Christ.

The Season of Lent 2021
A special me of our spiritual renewal as Catholic Chrisans begins on Ash
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 (8:30am and 6:30pm masses). What opportune me we will have for the next 40 days of Lent to re-examine our lives
sincerely and gaze deep into our hearts and invite God into our life.
It is a me to embark on a journey to do all in our eﬀorts to make our short
earthly life lived in the genuine discipleship we all have embraced in our
Bapsm. It is a great me to recall what great promises we have made
(belief in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and what dreadful things we
have renounced (Satan and his works) in our Bapsm. Most of all to honestly ask ourselves, “where our lives therefore are leading to in accordance, to
those Bap-smal promise we have made?”
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God has granted us this Lent 2021, unlike any other me perhaps in the history of our memory to realize the fulity and folly of human life without
God. In the wake of Covid-19 Pandemic and faced sll with lots of uncertaines ahead, we have grace opportunies to make a real diﬀerence by pu>ng
God back in the center of our hearts in all we do.
By now we should all have been awakened from our spiritual slumber realizing the fragile mortality of our earthly life in the face of Covid-19 Pandemic
that has brought this reality to the fore, right in front of our face.
“Even now says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart, with fas-ng,
and weeping, and mourning; Rend your hearts, not your garments, and
return to the Lord, your God. For gracious and merciful is he, slow to
anger, rich in kindness, and relen-ng in punishment.” (Joel 2: 12 -13).

LENT 2021 – ASH WEDNESDAY
Our 40 Days of Lenten Journey begins with our Ash Wednesday, February
17th. Our Ash Wednesday masses are 8:30am and 6:30pm. Lenten Ashes
will be sprinkled on the head of the penitent instead of the cross marked on
the forehead. This is in line with the Diocesan guidelines for Lent 2021.
Perhaps instead of wondering what areas of spiritual life “I need to work on
this Lent 2021?” It may be made much simpler by focusing on just one area
alone. “What is that one sin I know I need to overcome? Especially if it is
going to aﬀect my eternal life?”
Perhaps the answer we discover may be a daunng challenge but if we pray
earnestly about it, God will provide the graces and the means to overcome
it. No one is excluded from the necessary graces of God to overcome any
obstacle – sin that is a hinderance to our eternal life, if we but earnestly
pray to seek God’s graces, and do our part this Lent 2021.
LENTEN REGUALTIONS (2021 Diocesan Lenten Guidelines)
FAST: Any Catholic ages 18 – 59 are bound to fast on both Ash Wednesday
(February 17th) and Good Friday (April 2nd).
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To Fast means to consume one full meal a day at most, although taking of
other smaller quanes of food at other customary mealme is permiBed
on fast days. Drink between meals (except water and medicine) is not permiBed on fast days.
ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT: Catholics age 14 and up are to abstain from
meat on Ash Wednesday, all Fridays of Lent and Good Friday.
To Abstain means refraining from ea-ng beef, pork, or poultry at least,
although eggs and milk products are acceptable. The consumpon of ﬁsh
and shellﬁsh is permiBed, though the penitenal character of absnence
should be kept in mind.

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish Sta-ons of the Cross Devo-ons
The devoonal prayers of the Sta-ons of the Cross will be prayed as a parish ohana every Fridays of Lent. So that many parishioners can parcipate
safely in this beauful Catholic devoon we will pray in both virtual reality
the Staons of the Cross and in person the Staons of the Cross in the
church. This will rotate every other Fridays of Lent.
th

• 6:30pm Friday, February 19 Sta-ons of the Cross in person in the church

led by Respect Life Ministry, Ushers and Sacristans.
th

• 6:30pm Friday, February 26 Sta-ons of the Cross in Virtual Reality. Log in

site will be sent out – e-mail for those who wish to join in.
• 6:30pm Friday, March 5, Sta-ons of the Cross in person in the church led

by Pastoral Council, Money Counters & Food Bank Ministry.
th

Sta-ons of the Cross in Virtual Reality. Log in
site will be sent out – e-mail for those who wish to join in.

• 6:30pm Friday, March 12

th

Sta-ons of the Cross in person in the church
led by Faith Formaon, Youth, Lectors.

• 6:30pm Friday, March 19

th

Sta-ons of the Cross in Virtual Reality. Log in
site will be sent out, e-mail to those who wish to join in a week in advance.
Simply on that week of Lent call or e-mail the church oﬃce if you are
aHending in person or in virtual reality.

• 6:30pm Friday, March 26
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Looking Ahead: OUR LADY of MT. CARMEL LENTEN CONFESSIONS
Our parish Lenten Confessions – Penance service will be on Monday,
March 22nd at 6:30pm. There will be 3 priest – confessors available for confessions. Mark your calendars and take the spiritual opportunity to go to
Confessions before Easter Triduum. Like Advent Confessions-Penance service, safe staons will be provided for confessions.
Let us fulﬁll our Easter Duty (All the Faithful, a er they have been iniated
into the Most Holy Eucharist, are bound by the obligaon of receiving Communion at least once a year. This is to be fulﬁlled during the Easter Season
unless it is fulﬁlled for a just cause, at some other me during the year). Yet
one must receive the Holy Communion without mortal sin, less we commit
another grievous sin of sacrilege. “Therefore, whoever eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily will have to answer to the body and
blood of the Lord...for if anyone who eats and drinks without discerning
the body, eats and drinks judgement on himself.” (1 Corinthians 11:27-29).
“If we acknowledge our sins, he is faithful and just and forgive our sins and
cleanse us from every wrongdoing. If we say, we have not sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word is not in us. (1 John 1:10-11).
40 DAYS for LIFE – SPRING 2021 CAMPAIGN from Lori WhiJield, Parish
Respect Life Chair
The 40 days for Life 2021 Spring campaign begins on Wednesday, February
17th and connues to Sunday, March 28th. People of all denominaons in
over 1,000 cies in 63 countries around the world stand together to pray to
end aboron.
Please join us and thousands of people around the world in this global and
impacKul event. We can parcipate in a couple of ways through the 40 Days
of the campaign: 1) pray and fast alone or with family and friends, and /or 2)
join others in prayer vigils by registering on the 40 Days for Life website
(hBps://40daysforlife.com/honolulu) on those days and mes that are
convenient for you.
*The opening Rally takes place in front of Planned Parenthood on Saturday,
February 20 from 9:00am to Noon.
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Important informaon such as key dates, rules of conduct, maps, parking,
etc, can be found on the Diocesan Respect Life websites at hBps://
www.catholichawaii.org/diocesan-iﬃces/respect-life/in the presentaon “40
Days for Life 2021.”
The in-person prayer vigils will take place in front of the Planned Parenthood
clinic 839 S. Beretania St. Bring your Rosaries, umbrellas, boBled water; prolife signs will be available. Please feel free to contact Anne Shigeta-Koch, the
leader of Honolulu 40 Days for Life or Lori WhiJield (OLMC Respect Life Coordinator) by e-mail to the parish oﬃce (olmc001@hawaii.rr.com).

2021 PASTORAL COUNCIL NOMINATIONS
Right aer each weekend masses, (February 13th & 14th), there will be nominaon papers passed out for those who may have missed last week’s
nominaon of parishioners to the Pastoral Council. Please nominate (5)
parishioners to the Pastoral Council.

Have a blessed week in the Lord!
Fr. Paulo ofm cap.

Scripture Reflections
Old Testament: Leviticus 13: 11-2; 4545-46
Background Context.
This book, which is concerned with the regulating of Israelite worship, gets
the name Leviticus because this worship was to be carried out by the tribe of
Levi. It was the Septuagint, the Greek translation, which first gave the book
this name. As well as laws regulating worship, the ordination of priests, their
duties, and rights, it has rules concerning food, legal purity, and impurity.
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The Book of Leviticus also lays down regulations as regards certain bodily
diseases which made a person unclean and a menace to the health of his
neighbors. Leprosy was one such disease. It was the duty of the priests to declare a man or a woman infected or not by leprosy. The priest examined a patient and declared him a leper; the patient had then to live in isolation outside
the camp or the dwelling – place of the people, to prevent the spread of the
dreaded disease.
In this chapter 13, other skin diseases are included for the possibility of a
cure occurring is mentioned, but real leprosy at that time and for centuries
after was deemed incurable. But any infectious skin disease made the patient
unfit to take part in the religious rites, and, to protect the others, he was isolated until cured. Any of these symptoms… “a scab or posture or blotch
which appears to be the sore of leprosy…” could be the beginning of leprosy.
Aaron was the first Chief Priest, and all his sons were associated with him in
the priesthood. All the male members of the other families or the tribe of Levi were “Levites” whose office and duty was to help the priests in the offerings of sacrifices and other acts of divine worship.
The poor unfortunate lepers had not only to live in isolation, but they had to
warn anyone approaching them both by their dress and by word of mouth
that they were lepers - unclean and should be avoided. The lepers also had to
let their hairs on their heads grow long and to their faces with beard if a male
so that nobody could mistake them for a healthy person.
As stated above the fact that one could gradually get rid of some of the skin
infection indicates that it was not all leprosy in the strictest sense.
Perhaps the greatest burden placed on the lepers were that they had to lived
away from families, and fellow Israelites. They could take no part in their
life or their liturgy, for according to the Hebrew mentality, one having such a
disease was struck by God and therefore unfit to for worship.
Application.
Feared and dreaded, the disease of leprosy in the ancient world was the most
stigmatized disease that could befall any person.
The book of Leviticus which primarily delt with rules for ritual worship or
the Israelites also concerned itself with laws regarding hygiene and health of
the Israelites as a whole.
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Today’s reading taken from Chapter 13 of Leviticus precisely touches upon
the rule concerning one who is found to be a leper amongst them.
Great was the physical suffering of being struck down by the disease of leprosy, greater perhaps was in human cost of being cut-off from the rest of the
society.
Human beings- men and women are made to live in the society of their fellow man or woman. Their natures need the comfort and the sustaining support of their families and neighbors. To be isolated from them, to be compelled – forced to live a life apart must be the hardest for that could befall a
human person.
This was the sad lot of lepers in the Old Testament times as we hear God instructing Moses and Aron, “If someone has on his skin a scab or pustule
or blotch which appears to be the sore of leprosy, he shall be brought to
Aaron, to the priest or one of the priest…if the man is leprous and unclean, the priest shall declare him unclean…he shall dwell apart, making
his abode outside the camp.” (Leviticus 13: 1-2, 46).
We know that even in the New Testament era, tragically because no medical
cures were available lepers were sadly ostracized. Thanks to the progress of
modern medicine and of Christian charity there are way less cases of complete and total isolation today.
Today in the 21st century, we are privileged to live in the world where there
are cures for almost every infections and contagious diseases including most
forms of leprosy. There are medical means of protection against infection
and contagious diseases which would not have even imagine, cures or remedies, much less at the time of the Old Testament or in fact even in the early
20th century.
We here, Hawai’i are well aware of the tragic and sad history of leper settlement-colony established by the Kingdom of Hawai’i in Kalaupapa, Moloka’i
for the care of the lepers; men, women, and even children, many who were
even forcibly removed from their families and sent there.
Yet in such daunting and almost insurmountable challenges that faced so
may in Hawai’i, it was also a time that has produced - raised many heroic
self and sacrificing men and women, such as St. Damien de Veuster, St. Sister Marianne Cope and Brother Joseph Dutton, to name a few we know, not
counting unnamed Sisters of St. Francis from Syracuse, New York, as nurses
and helpers who went there to minster in the leper colony.

9

What we now take for granted, in vaccines or antibiotics against leprosy,
rubella, mumps, tuberculosis, influenza, pertussis, and many others, so many
did not have such luxury in the past.
Now with the discovery of antibiotics, vaccines, and other medical treatments, it meant that unlike the days of old, no patients – persons needed to
be in total strict isolation. They can be visited and consoled by their relatives,
friends and charitable neighbors and their cross of suffering in loneliness is
lightened for them.
Yet now faced with the sudden entry of the deadly norovirus and coronavirus
such as Covid-19, the whole situation has dramatically changed for millions
of lives in the world. No longer exists a cure all vaccines or antibiotics as we
had grown to be accustomed to throughout the years.
To those who contracted Covid-19 enforced isolation and separation is
placed, perhaps nothing like this in the history of humankind. The whole
globe – nations were shut down by the contamination of Covid-19. And with
the widespread global cases, severe isolation, and separation within just the
course of a year has devastated not just many nations’ economy but worse
destroyed so many families.
In-fact year 2020 saw a dramatic rise in suicide tied to the despair brought on
by the Pandemic throughout the world.
Truly resulting in the absence – visible presence now in the Covid-19 era, the
Christian charity on the part of fellow man or woman to be personally
present for the other, to those in most need.
The Covid-19 Pandemic has created though perhaps not intentionally, bringing to public - that is to the forefront, for many to experience personally what
were the cruel and tragic experiences, the lot of lepers in Scriptures both in
the Old and New Testaments and in the lives of lepers in past Hawai’i history.
Today when so many of us are accustomed to comfort and cure brought on
by modern medicine and technology, it also may be the downfall of many
who are caught complaisant.
Therefore, so quickly becoming victims of despair and self-inflicted isolation. Truly being isolated, removed from the society as a whole cause the
feelings of being unwanted and even being disdained must be the lot, especially among many of the elderly or the dying in our midst.
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Therefore, if we ask, “Who are the modern day lepers?” Today I dare state
that Covid-19 Pandemic victims and those who find themselves one way or
another denied the access to the most basic human need for their moral and
mental wellbeing in their twilight years of their lives, are the modern lepers.
We know that there are many elderly people in hospitals and in homes for the
aged whose relatives maybe deceased and who now have no one to visit
them or to cheer them and help them to carry their heavy cross, these are the
modern lepers.
Though the opportune time or occasions for the Christians to put our religion
- faith into practice by the Seven Corporal Works of Mercy perhaps can no
longer be reasonable or practical in the Covid-19 era, we can still do something to reach out to those who experience the pain of being the modern day
lepers.
Let us not forget that we still have the mean to reach out to them by our Seven Spiritual Works of Mercy to alleviate their burdens, isolation and sorrows most especially by the 2 Spiritual Works of Mercy; “To forgive offences,” and “To pray for the living and deceased.”
I believe that it is truly a grace-opportune time to forgive those who have offended us, especially those who are elderly now or sickly. Let us in the spirit
of Spiritual Works of Mercy then let go of all grudges and any simmering
signs of hatred, bitterness, or anger.
Most of all. what wonderful graces are offered for us to pray for those who
are suffering, in our attentive responses to the “generalized prayer” we offer at the Holy Mass for those who are elderly, homebound or in CareNursery Homes, but most especially by taking time personally to pray for
them by name. We have in our bulletin every Sunday, the names of those
whom we as parish know - aware of their cross they carry of illness, old
aged, homebound or in nursery care.
God has called each one of us by name; “…I have called you by
name…” (Isaiah 43:1), prophet Isaiah echoes God’s words to us. I am sure
we all have the fund memories of our own parents who called us by name
while we were growing up and how that brought such assurance of joy and
strength of being loved. We can also recall the power of being personally
named, those times, when the one whom we loved much and loved us much
called us by name, and our hearts fluttered in youth with joy.
Make this Lent 2021 a point to choose one each day, “name that person” a
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parishioner listed in our prayers for the sick, elderly, and homebound or
someone you know, or a family member, each of the 40 days of Lent. Let us
lift each one of them up by name in our fervent prayer, practicing the Spiritual Works of Mercy, (to pray for the living and deceased) in this challenging time of Covid-19 Pandemic.
That way, those sad voices of Jesus Christ who echo the voices of those who
are sick, or elderly can be heeded. “I was sick, and you visited me,” “I was
in prison and you visited me” in spiritual way by all of us (Spiritual
Works of Mercy) for these are the words Jesus Christ will sure say to us on
the last day.
I can only now reminisce like some of you, “those were the days” when our
parish ministries, Out- Reach to the Elderly and Forever Young, had
monthly masses and Christmas visitations at the Holy Family Care Home,
even as the Youth Ministry sang Christmas Carols year after year at the
Care Home.
How times changed from the once open doors Nursing Homes as Holy Family, Aloha Care, Pohai Nani, Ann Pearl or Ponds of Punaluu now shut due to
Covid-19 Pandemic. When we were able to visit or console, to bring the
Holy Eucharist and the Anointing of the Sick to many of our brothers and
sisters in Christ, and were able to fulfill the call, “Whatever you did for the
least of my brothers you did it for me….” (Matthew 25:40).
We can now also be more aware of individuals, especially families members
who seem to be isolated or left coldly to themselves. It may be partly their
own fault – they show no inclination to be recognize or greet their own family members. Yet perhaps even as they may act to resent any intrusion on their
self-imposed privacy, yet it does not excuse us as Christians living in the
same household to ignore them.
Simply a smile, aloha, or a hand wave, even as those gestures may be
ignored, if we show genuine concern coming from our hearts, we are
fulfilling our part to be Christ to one another.
Think again on the sad fate of the lepers of old, cut off from all human
fellowship, compelled to warn all to keep at a safe distance, lest they become
infected. Now today, in year 2021 we have “new type of leprosy” the fearful Covid-19 pandemic that have caused so many to become isolated and left
alone or to be forgotten. It is not all about physical presence though that
maybe indispensable, but “it is also of the heart”.

12

Let us lift them in our prayers, our concerns and in our hearts, for we are all
members of the body of Christ the church.
Covid-19 Pandemic has given all Christians, all of us an abundance of opportunities of grace to practice our Faith, to become a saint.
I heard a Catholic prolife speaker state; “the laurels – the halos are now on
the lower branches of the trees than perhaps in anytime of the Church
history, we as Christians have perhaps the most means to reach those
laurels – halos, to become a saint.”
What did he mean by those words…he meant that today, if any Christian
would strive and live a genuine Christianity, it would be difficult and eventually face open ridicules. You do not have to seek martyrdom nor imprisonment for genuine Christian living.
We have today plenty of opportunities to exercise charity toward the lonely
or the isolated right in our own family members who are within the reach of
our kindness, if we are truly concern. We need not fear any contamination of
body or mind, in fact, the kindly, friendly encounter within family members
is much in need.
“I was a stranger and you made me welcome; I was sick, and you visited me; I tell you solemnly insofar as you did this to the least of these
brothers of mine you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:35-40). *

New Testament: 1 Corinthians 10: 31 - 11:1
Background Context.
There were pagan temples in Corinth in which animals were sacrificed to the
gods. The meat which was not burned in the sacrifice was often sold in the
marketplace. Some of St. Paul’s Corinthian converts both Jews and Gentiles,
had scruples regarding the eating of such meat-it could mean participating in
the honor given to a pagan god.
St. Paul’s general answer was that as “the earth and all that is in it is the
property of the Lord” a Christian can lawfully eat any meat placed before
them and need not be concerned as to its origin. But if the use of this lawful
freedom should scandalize a weaker brother or sister who would thank this
Christian was intending to honor the pagan god, then the Christian should
deny him or herself this freedom.
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This discussion on meat offering to pagan gods or idols, in 1 Corinthians
10:23-30, leads up to today’s exhortation which is to do everything for
God’s glory, giving offense to nobody. In doing this they will be imitating St.
Paul their Apostle, who himself was a close imitator of Christ.
“…whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the
glory of God,” (1 Corinthians 10:31). Here St. Paul is reminding the Christian converts of Corinth that the ordinary everyday actions of men and women, human actions even simply as eating or drinking, if done in moderation
and for God’s glory, will merit a reward for the one so acting.
As Christians they had an obligation to give good example by doing what
was right, and to abstain from any act which would prevent any Jew or Gentiles from becoming members of Christ’s Church. St. Paul mentioning
“Church of God” reminds all that through some offense of theirs, a Jew or
gentile is prevented from becoming a Christian, they are offending against
the Church of God, the universal community of believers, for they are impeding its growth.
St. Paul tried always to be all things to all men and women (see last Sunday’s second reading). He wanted nothing for himself in this life, not even
the things he might lawfully have had. His one and only ambition was to
bring God’s good news. The gospel of Jesus Christ, to as many as possible,
so that they would inherit the eternal kingdom, that Jesus Christ had earned
for them. St. Paul asks his Corinthian Christian converts to be all things to all
men and women, as he was.
In giving his all for his fellow men and women, St. Paul was surely imitating
Jesus Christ, who became a slave so that men and women would be free;
who became man so that men and women could become sons and daughters
of God; who died a shameful death so that men and women could have eternal life. This was self-giving to a degree that neither St. Paul nor any other
mere human could ever equal, but they could follow Jesus Christ’s footsteps.
Application.
If we were asked by someone, “what did you do for God’s honor and
glory since last Sunday?” would you have to stop and think and maybe
answer; “I did nothing except a few hurried prayers said at night?”
If we answered in such manner, it would most likely be because we may lack
proper understanding of what living the Christian life really means.

14

From the moment of our baptism a Christian’s life is a life dedicated to
God’s glory and is to lead us to eternal life on the last day.
Every act of a Christian’s day, our recreation as well as our work, our joys as
well as our sorrows, our sleeping as well as our waking hour must gives honor and glory to God and lead us to heaven for the Christian.
This is the real meaning of living a Christian life. This is what St. Paul is emphasizing to us today when he states, “whether you eat or drink or whatever you do all to the glory of God.” This is how St. Paul himself, lived
and acted and became a great saint.
Undoubtedly, St. Paul gave most of his time to teaching the gospel to others,
but he also worked with his hands, ate some meals, slept some hours at least
each night, had moments of recreation or relaxation with friends, but offered
it all to God and it all added to God’s glory, and to his own sanctification.
God lived more and more in him and with him each day that dawned.
There are millions of saints in heaven who did nothing extraordinary in their
whole life, but they lived their ordinary lives honestly and well. It should not
be too hard for the weakest of us to do this.
It will help us to do our daily tasks more faithfully if each morning we offer
our day to the honor and glory of God. This morning offering can be made
while dressing or while on our way to work and if sometimes we forget it,
God will understand.
So, the true answer to what did you do for God’s honor and glory since last
Sunday is: I have given him seven day’s service; I have honored him in all
my doings. This will be true for every Christian who has been honest in all
his or her doings and who have lived within the laws of God, of his Church,
and of his country.
We cannot honor God with a dishonest act, we can give no glory to God
while willfully disobeying in serious matters the 10 Commandments of God
or his teachings of Church, or the lawful and just enactments of the State. A
priest friend of mine said to me last week; “if the truth is distorted, your
life will be distorted.” Perhaps we may not always realize but when we
Christians live or remain in state of mortal sin- grievous sin, our lives are not
genuinely lived as God has intended for us.
Thankfully, our merciful God knows how weak our human nature can be at
times and has given us means of rising again should we fall into disobedience - sin.
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The sincere Christian who realizes that our daily tasks, if they are carried out
while we are not in God’s grace-friendship, are not capable of honoring God
or accepting our own eternal salvation, will rise quickly from mortal sin and
return to God’s grace – friendship, through the Sacrament of Confession.
To sin is partly human frailty and partly human folly; but to remain deliberately in mortal sin is criminal injustice to God and to ourselves, because all
those days, weeks, months, and years perhaps, are squandered and wasted as
far as God and our eternal destiny are concerned.
Let us strive, from now on, as the Season of Lent quickly approaches, to imitate St. Paul by devoting twenty-four hours each day to honor and glory of
God. That is to try at least to take simple 5 minutes day to fervently pray the
Lord’s Prayer (Our Father), the Hail Mary and the Glory Be, for one intention, for conversion of one’s heart, our own heart.
We all need the grace to be awaken from the slumber and the complacent attitude that we may have grown into or used to in remaining in mortal sin.
God cannot fail to hear the prayer of a fervent heart and no matter what the
circumstances or the depth of being trapped, God’s will extend his hand and
touch us.
We do not have to say multiple extra prayers; we do not have to do unusual
mortifications but if we do each task of each day faithfully and truly well, if
we but pray fervently, we shall be honoring and glorifying God daily and
storing up priceless joy for ourselves in heaven.

Gospel: Mark 1: 4040-45
Background Context.
During the first day of his public ministry in Galilee Jesus cured all sorts of
diseases and cast out demons (Mark 1:21-34). On the next day Jesus performed what was looked on as the greatest miracle of all, he healed a leper.
Although at least some of the cases called leprosy in Leviticus (see first reading) were not real leprosy but some other form of skin- disease, at the time of
Jesus in Palestine leprosy was looked on as incurable. According to the rabbis “the healing of leprosy was as difficult as the raising of the dead.” But
Jesus was able to raise the dead too.
There were many lepers in Palestine (as well as in other countries) at that
time. This man was most probably living near Capernaum and through some
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friend or relatives had heard of the miracle of healing which Jesus had
worked there on previous day. Filled with hope and faith, he approached Jesus as he was leaving Capernaum, and asked for a miracle. His request was
granted.
The leper by his bodily gesture, kneeling on his knees, even before he cried
out to Jesus showed his absolute faith in Jesus’ power to heal him from the
dread disease of leprosy. The lepers cry of his pleas “if you wish you can
make me clean” truly is spoken from faith and humility.
Jesus is moved with pity at the presence of the poor leper and stated without
hesitation, “I do will it, be made clean.” Not only were those compassionate
words spoken but “Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him.” Jesus
did what others would have avoided, not just allowing a leper to draw close
to him, but even to touch him with his outstretched hands.
What made Jesus reach out to touch a leper, when he could have simply
cured him from the distance by words spoken alone as it is found in other
miracles he performed?
Why did Jesus allowed the leper to draw so close to him and even dare to
touch a leper? It could only be because of the profound humility and faith the
leper displayed before Jesus.
The leper had knelt before Jesus, putting himself in the most humbled posture – on his knees, he made his request. Truly there is no nobler gesture
for a man or woman can do before God than by falling on his or her
both knees in humble prayer.
Let us remember this always and learn from this leper when we approach Jesus with our needs and request we make, for we are truly all like this leper
one way or another.
As leprosy was a decaying of the flesh and bones, the term used for healing
it was a cleansing – a removal of the fifth of rotting flesh and a restoration of
clean flesh and skin. The cure was instantaneous.
In may be interesting here to note that Jesus warned the cured leper to say
nothing to the people about this miracle but to go to Jerusalem (or wherever
the nearest priest could be found) and get a declaration of complete health
from him. Only the priests could give this declaration.
Moses (Leviticus 14: 1-32) ordered that certain ceremonies should be
performed by the priest who declared a leper free of his disease, and certain
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offerings for sacrifices should be made by the cured leper. The people who
had known the a man or woman as a leper would now have the priest’s guarantee that he or she was free of the disease and was no longer a danger to
their health.
It would seem ungrateful that he was free of the disease and no longer a
danger to their health. It would seem ungrateful if this cured leper were immediately and openly to disobey his benefactor, but most likely he felt an
obligation to spread the fame of this generous miracle-worker. This often
happened during Jesus’ public life.
The result of the publishing of this extraordinary miracle as well as of the
others performed in Capernaum, was that everybody gathered into any town
Jesus was approaching and so it would be impossible to preach to them or to
cure their diseases.
Jesus therefore stayed in the open country where large crowds could and did
gather from every quarter. Even then it was sometimes difficult to address
the throngs that came to hear Jesus (see Luke 5:3).
Application.
No decease was more feared and dreaded than leprosy in the ancient world.
Leprosy was incurable then and considered highly contagious.
We know that it was also true here in Hawai’i just a little over 100 years ago,
when anyone with leprosy or having what looked like leprosy on their bodies
were hauled away to the leper settlement- colony of Kalaupapa in Moloka’i.
In our gospel story we witness both the divine power and the divine compassion of Jesus Christ in his act of healing the leper who approached and kneeling down begged Jesus, “If you wish, you can make me clean.”
What the gospel of Mark informs us is truly encouraging for “moved with
pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him.” Truly what is most
amazing is that Jesus not only healed the leper but he even stretched out his
hand and touched him and said, “I do will it, be made clean.”
The strict laws dictated in Leviticus clearly forbade any one from coming
close to a leper or the leper to do so, and sternly forbid anyone from touching
the leper, for doing so made the one who made the contact also unclean,
therefore form once only the leper being unclean now both would be considered unclean.
Jesus moved with pity-compassion knows no boundaries and bounds and in
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Jesus we see the boundless mercy and compassion of God. Most of all what
made Jesus break all conventional law (Leviticus) and touched the leper was
perhaps due to the amazing humility and faith displayed by the leper.
I had earlier mentioned that truly there is no nobler act for a man or woman
can do before God than to fall on both knees and cry out to God. This leper
did so and was greatly rewarded for his humility and faith.
In Jesus Christ God made Man, we witness God’s compassion for the sufferings of humanity and manifested in identical power, it was divine and human
for God is moved to pity-compassion for the cry of a man.
What amazing unimaginable compassion and love the incarnation of God in
Jesus Christ means for us, for It was out of compassion for the sad lot of
human race on earth that Jesus descended to humanity’s (man and woman)
level, equal to us in all things except sin, in order to suffer with us and to
save us.
In this miraculous cure of the leper, the lesson taught is not only the visible
power of Jesus’ cure of the dreaded disease of leprosy, but more so of the
pity – compassion of Jesus, foreshadowing who Jesus is, that he is our
redeemer-Savior who is moved to the depth of his being by our fallen state in
sin would enter it fully and saved us on the Cross.
That by his human sufferings Jesus made an atonement, a satisfaction for all
the sins of the world- a satisfaction which all humankind could never maketo God the Father, and so obtained for us God’s pardon.
At the same time, by joining our human nature to his divine nature, Jesus
brought us into the divine sphere and made us adopted sons and daughters of
God and heirs of the eternal life of the blessed Trinity.
Because this seems almost too good to be true, there are men and women
who deny it or refuse to accept it. Such men and women make the mistake of
measuring the infinite compassion of God with the limited yard stick of their
own finite and puny compassion.
Thanks be to God, for God’s infinite compassion! Thanks be to God for
Jesus Christ, Son of God, who came and dwelt amongst us! Jesus who saved
us on the Cross and put heaven and a share in the life of God within our
reach; Jesus has shown us how to attain them, giving in his Church and the
Sacraments, all of the necessary helps and means to attain eternal life.
But we still need all of Jesus’ compassion if we are to get there,
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because of our inclinations to sin and because of the many times we unfortunately give into that inclinations, nothing but the mercy of God can save us
from our own folly.
However, that mercy is available if only we allow God to give them to us,
for who is love cannot force us to accept His mercy.
What we sinners need is the humility, faith, and confidence of the leper in today’s gospel reading. The leper believed firmly in the power and the mercy
of Jesus. “If you wish, you can make me clean,” and at the same time with
great humility approach Jesus as he knelt before him and begged.
Truly there is no nobler act a man or a woman can do before God than to fall
on the knees and cry out in need.
This should be our approach too, if we have the misfortune to fall into serious sin (mortal sin), such sin is the leprosy of our souls. Mortal sin destroys the life of God, destroying God’s grace in us.
Jesus does will and does want our salvation. Jesus’s incarnation, and death
on the cross, proves that. The fact the Jesus left the power to forgive sins to
his Church is another proof of both His will and desire to help us, to be
cleanse for our leprosy, mortal sin in our souls.
“All power has been given to me in heaven and on earth,” Jesus stated.
Part of that power which he left to the Church is in the Sacrament of Penance-Confession where the leprosy caused by sin can be cleansed - washed
away, and the sinner restored to new spiritual health. What folly for any
Christian then to commit mortal sin and in the leprous state of his or her soul
isolate him or herself, like the unclean leper, from God.
Truly is a great folly still, to remain in the unclean state of mortal sin-leprosy
of the soul when the cure for the deadly disease is so readily made available
to any sincere penitent, in the Sacrament of Confession.*

“If you wish, you
can make me clean”
(Mark 1:40).
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