Fr. Paulo Kosaka, Pastor
48-422 Kamehameha Highway / Kaneohe / Hawaii 96744
Office Phone Number: (808) 239-9269 / E-mail: olmc001@hawaii.rr.com
Website: mtcarmelhawaii.com / Fax Number: (808) 239-8561

Welcome to Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church

E komo mai!

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

We the Ohana of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church stand
united as a committed multicultural parish in prayer
and faith; with the power of the Holy Spirit, and the
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary; to evangelize
in the service of God, by sharing the good news of our
Lord Jesus Christ in our words and actions with
the hope of eternal salvation for all.

WEEK SCHEDULE
24

24—SUNDAY


7:00am – Mass

25—MONDAY



7:00am – Mass
Parish Office Closed due
to Memorial Day Holiday!

26—TUESDAY


7:00am – Mass

27—WEDNESDAY


7:00am – Mass

28—THURSDAY



7:00am – Mass
8:30am—OLMC Food
bank distribution
(By appointment only)

29—FRIDAY



7:00am – Mass
8:30am—OLMC Food
bank distribution
(By appointment only)

30—SATURDAY


4:30pm – Sunday
Vigil Mass

(Call parish office to reserve a
seat today! They’ll be NO
WALK IN’s)

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish Treasure Report
Covid-19 (Duration)

MAY 16 THRU MAY 22, 2020
Mail-In / Walk-In Collections
• Tithes & Offerings
(Checks)...$415.00
• Blessings (Anointing)...$100.00
• Building fund…$15.00

TOTAL OF: $530.00
(Givers: 5 parishioners)

Other: Online Giving
• Tithes & Offerings...$615.00

Total of: $ $615.00
(Givers: 6 parishioners & 2 guests)

GRAND TOTAL OF:

$1,145.00

PARISH OFFICE
HOURS

*Monday, Wed. & Friday
8:30 am- 4:30 pm
**Tuesday & Thursday
8:30 am - 12:30 pm
***Observed Holiday’s
Office Closed.

SPIRITUAL SERVICE

If you or a loved one needs
anointing, please call the
parish office (808) 2399269 for the priest to
arrange an appointment.

The Solemn Feast of Ascension of Our Lord Jesus
Christ to heaven
1st Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11...Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9...2nd Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23...
The Gospel...Matthew 28:16a-20b...

Note: Mass Intentions will be prayed (privately) at the Sunday, 7:00am Mass.
If you would like a Mass Intention said please notify the parish office by email (olmc001@hawaii.rr.com)
or call the parish office at (808) 239-9269. Mahalo & God bless you!

From the desk of Fr. Paulo…
THE SOLEMN FEAST OF ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST TO HEAVEN
May 24, 2020
FEAST of ASCENSION of the LORD
This Sunday we celebrate the Solemn Feast of Ascension of Our Lord Jesus
Christ to heaven. What this Solemn Feast signifies for us Christians are manifold; What is at the heart of it is that we Christians (disciples of Jesus Christ)
are not left orphans (forgotten) and when our Risen Lord Jesus Christ after 40
days ascended into heaven, we have been called (promised) our baptism, to
enter one day into where our Risen Lord has gone before after our brief earthly
life, if we but live out that promise of our baptism…to live in Jesus Christ and
for Jesus Christ. Are you living in Jesus Christ and for Jesus Christ?

1st Reading: ACTS 1:1-11
Here, Luke addresses Theophilus, his intended reader who is a Greek convert to
Christianity and is likely already instructed in the faith, for he begins by stating
to him about his experience, “I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the
day he was taken up, after giving instructions, through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles who, he had chosen.”
Luke informs Theophilus all about what had happened in Jerusalem and how
power of the Holy Spirit sent the apostles as witnesses first in Jerusalem then
throughout Judea and Samaria.
In this Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Luke too addresses us who are
already baptized and bearing knowledge of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ. More
importantly like the apostles and all who have received the 7-Fold Gifts of the
Holy Spirit we must go forth to bear witness to our Jerusalem, Judea and
Samaria. “Our Jerusalem” would be our own household, what is most familiar
to us and what should be our first church (Vatican II calls households our domestic church). Perhaps like the apostles we may not be successful in “our Jerusalem” just as the apostles found it challenging and difficult. Our brothers and
sisters in blood are sometimes the last people to be inspired by us, “we’re just
too familiar,” thus the danger of rejecting the message with the messenger.

(continue)

Then “our Judea and Samaria?” Our neighborhoods, where we are most
familiar growing us is “our Judea.” “Our Samaria” like in the Scriptures were
Samaritans rejected the Jews, it is our workplace, our unexpected events of the
day, wherever we find ourselves often as strangers even as they know or seen
our faces before…we must still witness to the glory of the Risen Lord Jesus
Christ by our faithful Christian lives!

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9
“God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.”
When it comes to living out our genuine Christian lives, it is never easy, in fact
it is to carry the Cross. For a just (righteous) Christian, a pure of heart Christian, a forgiving Christian, a faithful Christian…”he or she is a loud shout and a
blaring trumpet in witness to God in the world that is so often unjust, immoral,
bitter and adulterous (unfaithful).

2nd Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23
What wonderful gift Paul wishes upon us as his brothers and sisters!
“May the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give us a Spirit of
wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of him.”
Most of all that “the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you may know
what is the hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches of glory in his
inheritance among the holy ones and what is the surpassing greatness of his
power for us who believe…”
So often because we “only see with our physical eyes we cannot truly see.” This
is so true in the realm of spiritual life. Poets and artists often by their inner
sensitivities are in often attuned with spiritual life like the mystics who often
speak in words – languages of the heart. But sadly, most modern poets and
artists unlike the mystics dwell too often in the peripherals and fail to touch the
heart of God, for without living faith in the One He sent (Jesus Christ) it cannot
be done.
“I am the way and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.” (John 14:6).
“Some things…cannot be seen or be touched they can only be felt by the heart,”
that is, no seeing, no touching, no smelling, no tasting or no hearing…can ever
suffice for what the heart truly yearns and delights!

(continue)

We live in a very materialistic and sensualized world, that so often we cannot
see, we cannot hear or we cannot feel with the heart the truths of the glorious
Gospel proclaimed to us, at such a great cost.
That is why it is perplexing to those who truly believe in Jesus Christ and walk
in His footsteps even as he or she must struggle, how so many can forfeit the
wonderous riches, of glory in our Christian heritage…eternal life, for a transitory things, peoples and domains of this world.
Let us pray to the Holy Spirit to rekindle the 7-Fold Gifts we have been bestowed on our Confirmation. Pray to the Holy Spirit the 3rd Divine Person of
the Blessed Trinity, the Advocate whom Jesus Christ promised whose Solemn
Feast Day we celebrate in 9 days.
May we be inflamed and be passionate of our precious Christian Faith!

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20
This is the great commissioning and the great mission of all baptized Christians
to “…Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations…” and the astounding yet
true promise, “And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”
Where do we go or where are we sent? For the great majority, it is your household where it is your primary mission field. Each person in the household
wields – empowered by the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation to do
what our Risen Lord instructed the apostles to do as he ascended into heaven,
“teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” This is the great
commissioning and the great mission you have received as; parents-fathers &
mothers, as siblings; brothers and sisters. Your household must be the first to
hear the Good News – Gospel, not once but many times, but most of all not
only with your voices but with your lives that are lived in faith, many, many
times!
How often I have heard from so many adults who are returning to the Faith after so many years being away; “I recalled my father’s faith…my mother’s
faith…my grandfather’s faith…my grandmother’s faith…somehow I have felt
God in my heart and the need to find God.”

Have a blessed Solemn Feast of Ascension of the Lord!
Fr. Paulo ofm cap.

