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WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF MT.
CARMEL CHURCH

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We the ‘Ohana of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church
stand united as a committed multicultural parish in
prayer and faith; with the power of the Holy Spirit, and

Thirty-first Sunday in
Ordinary Time






6:30am Rosary / 7am—Mass
8am Rosary / 8:30am—Mass
9:30am Rosary / 10am—Mass
1:00pm—R.C.I.A. Class

1—MONDAY (Po'akahi)
ALL SAINTS DAY
 9:00am—Marriage Meeting
 11:30am—Funeral Meeting
 1:00pm—Funeral Mtg. #2
 6:30pm—All Saints Day Mass
Note: During Audit Week please note
that parish office for most of the time
will be on virtual call with Auditors
periodically throughout this week.
Please email, text, or leave a message
if I can’t answer your call promptly.
Mahalo & pray a healthy parish week!

2—TUESDAY (Po'alua)
ALL SOULS DAY
 AUDIT WEEK (Virtual)
 8:30am—Mass
 9-4pm—Eucharistic Adoration
 6:30pm—Lighting of the Candles
for the Deceased and Novena
Prayers & Mass
3—WEDNESDAY (Po'akolu)
 AUDIT WEEK (Virtual)
 7:00am—Mass
 10-12pm—Foodbank
Ministry with Ronn Hanaike
 1:00pm—Vocation Meeting
 6:30pm—Parish Pastoral Council
Meeting

4—THURSDAY (Po'aha)
 AUDIT WEEK (Virtual)
 7:00am—Mass
 5:00pm—Capuchin Gathering
5—FRIDAY (Po'alima)

OCTOBER 23 & 24, 2021

Healing & Strength for:

Fr. Joe English, Eddie
Castro, Lin English, Moon
Pilanca, Bobby Wilson,
Bernadine Zimbra, Diane
Lau, Annie Merfalen, Mina
Mahuka-Kim, Elanor Hee,
Rod Stern, Iwie Tamashiro,
Rose Wages, Robert E.
Sullivan, Anita Navares,
Dayna Asuncion, Benjamin
Pule, Richard Asuncion,
parishioners that
are homebound, and
for all caregivers.

4:30am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$445.00
7:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$210.00
8:30am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$315.00

10:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$210.00
OTHER: OCCASIONAL

Building Fund...$65.00
OTHER: ONLING GIVING

Offering / Tithes...$790.00
Time Capsule
No family traditions in place?
That's ok! Feel free to add any
items you would like
preserved in the time capsule.
Let's make this fun.
Items to be turned in by
December 29, 2021.

Any questions please call
chairperson Janet Morita at
(808) 421-9331.

(continue Wkly. Calendar)
6—SATURDAY (Po'aono)
FIRST SATURDAY
 6:30am—Rosary
 7:00am—Mass
 9:00-10:00am—(CCD)

OTHER: MAIL / WALK IN
All Souls Mass...$20.00
Blessings...$5.00
Foodbank...$30.00
Funeral...$1,000.00
Recycle...$25.00

GRAND TOTAL OF:
$3,115.00

BIG MAHALO’z
to Madeline Neely & Francis
Johnson for their time and hard
works cleaning the church in
preparation for the weekend

From the desk of Fr. Paulo…
ALL SAINTS DAY
November 1st - Happy Solemn Feast of All Saints Day! This coming Monday, we celebrate the
Solemn Feast of All Saints Day. The central message of this wonderful solemn feast is simple, that
we are all called to be saints, yes you and me.
True most of us will not be recognized as the official Saints of the Church but as baptized Christians
our goal is to become saints while we are on a sojourn on earth, a brief and a fleeting life compared to the eternity that awaits all who love and serve God.
The Psalmist wisely instructs us of this truth; “You have given me my days a very short span; my
life is as nothing before you. All mortals are but a breath,” (Psalm 39:5-6).
Some of you might recall the Baltimore Catechism and its first lesson that asked; “Why did God
make you?” The given answer is “God made me to know Him, love Him, and to serve Him in this
world, and o be happy with Him forever in heaven.”
In that one simple sentence we learned summed up why we are here on this earth. Truly there is
something so deeply exhilarating and empowering when we know our purpose in life, just as one
can be trapped in darkness, despair, and emptiness when one’s purpose in life is blurred or absent.
Though we all seek success in life, pursue happiness and fulfillment and they are not bad in themselves, but when sought at all costs, even at the cost of drifting away from our Faith, we have
quickly lost the sight of what the bottom line is, we must get to heaven and if not, then all will truly
be in vain. No matter what we may have accomplished, accolades gained, statues erected, and our
names be memorialized, in hell none of that matters at all.
On this Solemn Feast of All Saints, we are not only reminded but we encounter so many Saints, so
much like us who struggled and sacrificed in life’s situations no different than us and still finally
victoriously gained heaven.

late to again rekindle that fire in our hearts to love God genuinely. That what all the men, women,
and children we are honoring on this All Saints did.
May one day this Solemn Feast Day “All Saints Day” be our personal fest day too in heaven.

ALL SAINTS DAY MASS – Monday, November 1st at 6:30am
ALL SOULS DAY November 2nd
The month of November is dedicated to All Souls by the Catholic Church in remembrance of poor
souls, that is all the souls of our loved ones and countless others who have died and gone before
us. The term poor souls is used to described those who have died in realization that all those souls
can no longer pray, repent, convert, or to do any penance for themselves anymore upon their
earthly death.
The time to do all such things ends with earthly death, it is only in our brief earthly life that we can
do them. The reason is mainly because upon the earthly death while our earthly body lies in deathdecay our eternal souls live but no longer do any good or harm, attain virtue or vice.
It is only within our brief earthly life with our mortal bodies that we can freely choose to do good
or to do evil. It is only within this brief earthly life that we can repent and convert our lives and
grow in virtue, upon earthly death all ceases.
“Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgement,” Hebrews 9: 27.
In our Christian Charity, and duty to pray for those poor souls, as many who are in the state of
purgation in Purgatory in need of our prayers.

Biblical and Traditional Foundations:
All Souls Day is a day set aside by the Catholic Church to honor the dead, the poor souls. In our
Catholic Christian Faith, we believe that the souls of the person who dies go to one of the three
places. The first is heaven, where a person who dies in the state of perfect grace and communion friendship with God. The second is hell, where those who die in the state of mortal sin are natural-

dead that they might be freed from sin,” 2 Maccabees 12: 26 & 12:32.
“If anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay pr straw, the
work of each will come to light, for the day will disclose it. It will be revealed with fire, and the
fire itself will test the quality of each one’s work. If the work stands that someone built upon the
foundation, that person will receive a wage. But if someone’s work is burned up, that one will
suffer loss, that person will be saved, but only through fire,” 1 Corinthians 3: 12-14.
Certainly, the belief in Purgatory has not been without controversy. Certainly, tragic and blatant
abuses of the doctrine of Purgatory did arise, especially in the 15th and early 17th century of the
Church’s history, especially during the Renaissance period 14th – 17th centuries.
In 1517, an Augustinian Catholic priest Martin Luther (1483-1546) who later abandoned the Catholic Faith, argued with the monk, Johan Tetzel O.P. (1465 – 1519) over the abuse of the selling of
indulgences by some Church leaders.

Indulgences were sold as spiritual pardons to the poor and applied to the souls of the dead (or the
living) to get people to heaven. The blatant abuse of such sad state and sometimes fraudulent
practices of selling indulgences for money, let to Martin Luther’s protest.
Though what may have begun as righteous act, tragically Martin Luther abandoned the Catholic
Faith and married Kathariana von Bora and had 6 children. He also is considered one of the prime
causes of the Protestant Reformation (1517 – 1685).
Martin Luther translated the Bible into German, and he purposely omitted the Seven Books of the
Old Testament canon books Tobias, Judith, Baruch, Ecclesiasticus, Wisdom, First and Second Maccabees and also certain additions of Esther and Daniel, which had references to prayers for the
dead.
For over 1,000 years all Christians had accepted all those books as canonical and were accepted yet
taking authority upon himself tragically removed- omitted them. Tragically too Martin Luther
altered Romans 1:17 to meet his own personal belief- explanation of salvation by justification
alone. While many Protestants – Lutherans professed in Faith alone, as Catholic Christins we hold
the belief that Faith is central and without it one cannot be saved, but Faith alone do not save us.

Alone, thus concluding that there is no need for Purgatory.
The Seven omitted books of the Old Testament had been accepted over 1,400 years by Christians in
both East and West before but removed the Seven Books of the Old Testament and introduced heretical teachings that dead people are saved and that there is no need to pray for the dead.
Thankfully the Catholic Church reeling from the tragedy of the abuse and from Martin Luther’s actions, began to reform itself in the Council of Trent (1545), and began the period of Catholic Counter – Reformation which brought about wide needed reforms and rejuvenation.
The doctrine of Purgatory was further clarified; the souls of the faithful who at death have not
been purified from the temporal punishment due to venial sins and from attachments to forgiven
mortal sins cannot immediately attain the beatific vision of heaven.
In other words when we die, we who had not yet attained full sanctification and moral perfection
necessary to enter heaven, then by the mercy of God can be saved through Purgatory, “so be perfect, just us your heavenly Father is perfect,” Matthew 5:48.
“But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who does abominable things or tell lies. Only
those will enter whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life,” Revelation 21:27.
Our brothers and sisters in Purgatory are called the Church Suffering, while we on earth are called
the Church Militant, who still must struggle faithfully to enter heaven. Those who are now in heaven are called the Church Triumphant, they have attained their goal, eternal life.
In love and mercy of God, through our Baptism who are members of the Church, the body of Christ
are united together as one, as Church Suffering, Church Militant and Church Triumphant.

Novena Masses and Prayers for the Poor Souls
Throughout the month of November Novena Prayers for the deceased will be prayed with the daily
Novena Masses for them. As in the years past, we will have a Novena Mass Prayer Intention Box
dedicated to the Poor Souls with a candle lit next to it at the sanctuary.

You are welcome to attend the evening Novena prayers and Masses on Monday, Tuesday, and Fridays of the week at 6:30pm. Novena prayers and Masses for Wednesday, Thursdays, and Saturdays
will be held in the morning masses at 7:00am. On Sundays, 15 minutes before each respective
mass.

ALL SOULS DAY MASS Tuesday, NOVEMBER 2nd with 6:30pm Novena for Poor Souls
and followed by Mass
Lighting and remembrance of all who died in November Year 2020 – November Year 2021 beginning at 6:30pm with Novena Prayers for the deceased followed by the Holy Mass. We invite families or friends of the deceased to attend. Let us remember to pray for all our loved ones who
have gone before us.
Someone once inquired “why do we continue to pray for those who had died?” I answered,
“because though in earthly terms we experience time, upon death there is no time but the state
of the soul in Purgatory, therefore we can always pray for the deceased as though they had just
died today, even though it has been weeks, months or years ago.” And if our deceased loved ones
are already in Heaven, our prayers always assist other souls in need of our prayers in Purgatory.
We do not pray for those tragic souls in Hell for no prayers can ever assist them anymore.

Month of November Eucharistic Adoration
Tuesday, November 2nd
Tuesday, 8:30am Mass followed by Eucharistic Adoration 9:00 am – 4:00pm
9am – 10am

10am – 11am

11am – 12noon

2pm – 3pm

3pm – 4pm with closing Benediction

12noon – 1pm

1pm – 2pm

6:30am Rosary
7:00am Mass and Meditations on the Mysteries of the Rosary

Have a blessed week in the Lord!
Fr. Paulo ofm cap.

Scripture Reflections
OLD TESTAMENT: Deuteronomy 6: 2-6
Background Context.
Moses, having received the Ten Commandments from God on Mount Sinai, set about teaching
them to the Israelites, God’s Chosen people. Moses promised them temporal rewards if they
remained loyal to their God who was the one and only God (verse 4) and would prove their loyalty
by observing God’s Commandments. Today’s reading from the Book of Deuteronomy especially
stressed the sincere, heartfelt love that the Chosen People should have for God.
Moses spoke to the people saying, Fear the Lord your God: Fear in this context means reverence,
and not dread. The people should reverence and respect God.
And keep throughout: Down through all generations this reverence for God is demanded.
The days of your lives, all the statues and commandments which I enjoin on you, and thus have
along life: This reverence for God was to be always practiced in every way.
That you may grow and prosper the more: This was a temporal reward. A long life was always
looked on by the Israelites as a special blessing from God. The large family, another temporal blessing, was greatly esteemed by the Chosen People. God had promised Abraham a very numerous
progenies, his descendants would be “as numerous as the stars in the sky” (Genesis 15:4).

Therefore, love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your
strength: God must be loved with all the power a man and a woman possess; by using the threes
terms; heart, soul, and might, Moses is emphasizing this obligation.

NEW TESTAMENT: Hebrews 7: 23 – 28
Background Context:
The author of Hebrews continues to show the superiority of Jesus over the high priests of the Old
Testament. They were many, he was one. They interceded daily for their own sins and the sins of
their people. Jesus interceded once for all for his people, and he had no personal sins to tone for.
On God’s command it was the Mosaic Law that appointed the Old Testament high priests, it was
God’s oath which came later than the Law that made Jesus Christ the High Priest. The Levitical high
priests (line of Aaron) were weak, sinful mortals, our High Priest is the sinless, holy, divine Son of
God.
The Levitical priests (decedents of Aaron) were many because they were prevented by death
from remaining in office: Because they were mortal the term of office as high priest was limited
and so of necessity there were many of them.

But Jesus, because he remains forever, has a priest that does not pass away: Jesus’ priesthood did
not end in death. In fact, it is efficacy really began when Jesus rose from the dead. He is not in the
inner sanctuary forever interceding for us.
Jesus is always able to save those who approach God through him, since he lives forever make
intercession for them: Jesus is permanently at the throne of God, ready to plead for all who want
to approach God. There is no other approach except through Jesus, for he is our sole intermediary.
It was fitting that we should have such a high priest; holy innocent, undefiled, separated from
sinners: In Jesus’ human nature he was the perfect man. Jesus kept even the least of God’s commandments and obeyed God the Father’s every wish.

Jesus did that once and for all when he offered himself: Jesus’ one sacrifice on he cross was of infinite value because of his divine nature. Hence it was sufficient for him to offer this sacrifice once
for all men and women and for all time.
For the law appoints men subject to weaknesses to be high priest, but the word of the oath,
which was taken after the law appoints a son, who has been made perfect forever: On God’s
command Moses appointed the office of high priest f the Old Law. Jesus is appointed directly by
God, and his appointment is confirmed by God’s oath: “God has sworn an oath which he never
will retract, you are a priest forever of the order of Melchizedek” (Psalms 110:4).

Gospel: Mark 12: 28b-34
Background Context.
At the time of Jesus Christ, the Jewish rabbis spent most of their time expounding and examining
the Mosaic Law. Very soften this resulted more in mental gymnastics than in spiritual or religious
uplift.
There were various schools of thought among them and often heated discussions. One of the rabbis was: which of the ten commandments was the most important? This is the very question a
Scribe who is sincerely anxious to get an honest and true answer.
Jesus replied: Knowing that his questioner was sincere Jesus gave hm a frank answer, telling him
that the two primary and essential commandments were to love the one true God and to love
one’s neighbor as one loved oneself.
Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, mind and with all your strength: Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6: 4 – 5 for the first commandment; the love of the one true God; to this he added the second greatest commandment; true love
of neighbor, which he quoted from Leviticus 19: 18:
Well said teacher, you are right in saying: The Scribe, honest mand that he was, accepted and
approved of the answer. He had himself come to the same conclusion and recognizing Jesus as a

loved with all the love of which man and woman is capable.
And to love your neighbor as yourself: In Levitical this commandment was binding bon one Israelite in relation to his fellow Israelite. In Jesus’ mind of which the Scribe is approving, neighbor
meant not only a fellow Jew but any man and woman, all men, and women. (See Luke 10: 29 – 37),
where the story of the Good Samaritan is given by Jesus when, having stressed the primacy of this
commandment, he is asked: who is my neighbor?
Worth more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices: The Scribe emphasizes that without true love
of God and neighbor, the external signs of worships offered to God are useless, these services are
of value love for God which of its nature include love of neighbor.
When Jesus saw that he answered with understanding, he said to him, you are not far from the
kingdom of God: The kingdom of God was the messianic kingdom which Jesus was setting up on
earth and which would have its completion and perfection in heaven. The wisdom shown by this
Scribe proved to Jesus that he was very close to becoming a member of his kingdom.
All that was wanting was the acceptance of Jesus as the promised Messiah. Did he accept Jesus later? We not told, but many of the Jewish priests and Scribes did become Christ’s followers after his
resurrection and the descent of the Holy Spirit.
And no one dared to ask him any more questions: This statement is hardly in its correct context
here. Matthew 22: 46 and Luke 20: 40 place this sentence in more suitable contexts.

Applications to Life:
The central and personal lesson which comes over loud and clear for every one of us, from today’s
gospel of Mark is the solid foundation of our Christian religion, the love of God and neighbor.
All of the 10 Commandments can be summed up in these 2 truths, First the greatest Commandment, the love of God and the Second like it, the love of neighbor.
Our Lord Jesus stated, “there is no other commandment greater than these.” All other command-

must choose God ultimately above all and the strength, that is our total efforts, that we must put
all that we are to the purpose of loving God.
Truly all that is a tall order! That is why Jesus quoted the Jewish Shema from book of Deuteronomy; “Hear O Israel” which is a call and invitation to give the whole attention of all who heard him
speak.
Has anyone of us, loved God to such a high demand to such lofty stature? I am certain that many of
us would come way short of achieving such a demand.
But what we may find even amazing is that what Jesus stated, “the second is this; love your neighbor as yourself.” What we may fail to do in the love of God with all our heart, with all our soul,
with all our mind, and with all our strength, we are given the opportunity to express them in and
through our neighbors, those with whom we can see and receive in return- their responses.
For we may ask, how can I love God whom I cannot see? Or God is infinitely perfect, that God
needs nothing from us, what therefore can we do for God?
Ironically the love of our neighbor whom we can see and can interact with, can be much less demanding realizing that all of us including our neighbor too to love with all the heart, soul, mind,
and strength does not nor can happen overnight.
Another interesting reflection that we can draw out from the words of Jesus, “love your neighbor
as yourself.”
Surely the truth is that loving our neighbor can only begin by loving God first, yet it is true too that
unless we first also love ourselves we cannot love others - our neighbors.
How many relationships, friendships and even marriages are less than what they could be or worse
are broken apart because at the core of the problem may be that one does not love himself or herself in a mature and healthy manner. Even as they many claim that they love themselves.
How often our love can be narcissistic, that is love that is in reality a selfish or self-love? We see
this in the little infants in their growth stages, the part of narcissistic phase, the self-absorbed and
self-serving part. Of course, in due time in the process of growing up we hope to leave that narcis-

Therefore, incapable in reality to love the neighbor or love another because the love is about
themselves in narcissistic immaturity?
Jesus spoke about love of your neighbor as yourself, meaning love selflessly and in mature love.
Jesus made it clear that if we observe these two commandments we are “fulfilling the whole law
and the prophets,” we are truly serving God and showing our gratitude to God for all his goodness
to us.
In our Second reading from Hebrews today, we are told of the high priest Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ
unlike the Levitical high priests of the descendants of Aaron who were prevented by death to remain high priests, is able to do so for as God he does not die.
Jesus Christ the high priest intercedes for us ceaselessly for he is moreover a holy, innocent, and
undefiled high priest.

Jesus Christ offered the Sacrifice once and for all on the Cross for all of us. Yet because he is God
and man his one act of the supreme Sacrifice on the Cross is again present in every Holy Mass,
though in unbloody manner.
Should we not then unite in that love of God with our heart, soul, mind and strength, especially in
that Holy Mass? And when those sorrowful yet poignant words of Jesus are spoken again at the
Holy Mass, “take this and eat this is My Body which will be given up for you,” for a brief moment
picture our loving Lord Jesus in our midst.
That love of God though we cannot fathom, yet is real to us, we should place all our burden and
seek his assistance to be ever faithful disciples!
We live in a difficult time when the society as a whole that not only tolerates the rampant murder
of infants- abortions and now into elderly in euthanasia, immoral life, all as a normal occurrence
and a right. Yet we as Christians should know that they are abominations before God, and we need
to ever more strive to cling to Jesus Christ and not lose the sight of our eternal life.
Let us not be frightened or be afraid of inconveniences and sufferings to be a genuine disciple

wrong without God? Jesus warned us all of those days to come when he stated, “Remember the
word I spoke to you, no slave is greater than his master, if they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you…” John 15:20.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness, theirs is the kingdom of heaven,”
Matthew 5: 10.
A Little Story for thought: What is the Church’s True Wealth.
Here is an interesting story about “A True Wealth,” A powerful warlord besieged a small town and
after overwhelming the defenses of the town he demanded the bishop who was the leader of the
small town that he and the town people gather all the wealth of the town in the church in 2 days.
Or else he threatened he and his men will burn down the whole town into the ground and slaughter the people.
On the second day the warlord and his men returned and demanded from the bishop the wealth of
the won and the church. The frightened bishop directed him into the town center and led them to
the biggest building that graced the town center, the parish church.
He told the fierce warlord and his men that all the wealth of the small town and the church was in
the church building.
Thinking that the church building may be filled with gold, silver, gem and fine linens, the warlord
and his men rushed into the church.
To their surprise and consternation, they found the church filled with the town’s elderly, sick, lame,
poor and weak. The very ones they felt were the worthless things of the earth.
The angry and livid warlord yelled at the bishop; “why have you deceived us?” But the bishop
calmly replied, “for this small town and to this church, these are the true wealth that we possessed, for they are the presence of Jesus Christ in our midst.”
What may be worthless in the eyes of the world; the elderly, the sick, the lame, the poor and the
rejected of society are truly the lasting wealth, because the love of them is the love of God.

Now in loving our neighbor and in Christian understanding all men and women, no matter what
may be their color, race, or religion, is according to our Lord Jesus Christ is most effective way of
proving to God that we love God.
Of course, because of our common humanity we all should be inclined to help our fellow man and
women, our neighbors. We are all familiar with the “golden rule” no matter what faith we may
profess or not profess, know about the “golden rule” but the Christian law spiritualizes, brings to
its height this natural inclination written in hearts of all men and women, that we all children of
God.
That our heavenly Father loves each one of us and wants our salvation. If we love our common Father in heaven, then we must do all we can to help all God’s children to attain salvation The love of
God and love of neighbor is not theoretical or abstract but it to be pragmatic, practical and realistic
it means doing something good for somebody. “In the same way, faith that does not have good
works is dead,” James 2:17.

