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WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF MT.
CARMEL CHURCH

E komo mai!
PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We the ‘Ohana of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church stand united as a committed
multicultural parish in prayer and faith; with the
power of the Holy Spirit, and the intercession of
the Blessed Virgin Mary; to evangelize in the
service of God, by sharing the good news of our
Lord Jesus Christ in our words and actions with
the hope of eternal salvation for all.
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Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish Treasure Report
DEC. 19 & DEC. 20, 2020
Healing & Strength
27—SUNDAY (Lapule)




7:00am—Mass
8:30am—Mass
10:00am—Mass

28—MONDAY (Po'akahi)


7:00am—Mass

29—TUESDAY (Po'alua)


7:00am—Mass

30—WEDNESDAY (Po'akolu)


7:00am—Mass

Fr. Gus Gumataotao, Duane
Cabe, Rosemary Crosson,
Virgil Lau, Di Leon Morrow,
Sherie Pokipala, Iwie
Tamashiro, Trina Muraki,
Diane Lau, Duke Nyguen,
Benjamin Pule, David
Quiogue, Annie Merfalen,
and Mina Mahuka-Kim.

Healing & Health
Rose Wages Cross

For the Soul of
+Jim Cross

31—THURSDAY (Po'aha)
NEW YEAR’S EVE
(Parish office closed)
 7:00am—Mass
(Po'alima)

JAN. 1, 2021—FRIDAY
NEW YEAR’S DAY & the
SOLEMNITY of MARY, THE
HOLY MOTHER of GOD
(Parish office closed)
 8:30am—Eucharistic
Adoration & Rosary (Please
call to make a reservation if
you plan to attend) Mahalo.
 9:00am—Mass

2—SATURDAY (Po 'aono)




6:30am—Rosary
7:00am—Mass
4:30pm—Vigil Mass



OLMC Parish Council
Virtual (Reality) Meeting
- Wednesday, January 6,
2021 at 6:30pm.

Burial Plots for Sale

Four Premium Burial Plots, Side-by
-Side, located at The Valley of The
Temples, in The Roman Catholic
Garden of The Holy Cross, directly
to the right of The Twelfth Station,
are available for sale. They are
nestled just beneath the majestic
Koolau Mountain Range.
These four burial plots can be found
out Map 3-1, Lot 253 Sec D Site
1, 2, 3 and4.
Any questions and inquiries can be
answered by Robert Kokoo at
(808) 864-8717.
Thank you so much!
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4:30pm Mass
Tithes & Offerings…$390.00
7:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$345.00
8:30am Mass
Tithes & Offerings…$365.00
10:00am Mass
Tithes & Offerings...$814.00

OCCASIONAL OFFERINGS:
Building Fund…$250.00
• My Christmas / Christmas
Offerings…$170.00
• Christmas Flowers...$80.00
• Immaculate Conception…$50.00
• Mass Offering...$100.00
•

OTHER: ONLING GIVING
Christmas Offerings…$400.00
Tithes & Offerings...$470.00
Pledge…$100.00
(December 19—December 25)
Mahalo to all guests & givers online!

OTHER: MAIL / WALK IN’S:
Tithes & Offerings...$800.00
Mass Intentions...$100.00
Youth Donation
- (Gift Corner) ...$125.00
Mahalo to all walk / mailed in givers!
OTHER: LEAVING THE CHURCH:

Diocese Vocations Seminarian
Education Funds...$15.00

GRAND TOTAL OF:

$4,559.00

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
December 27, 2020
From the desk of Fr. Paulo…

HAPPY FEAST of the HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY and JOSEPH
We celebrate this Sunday, right aer the Solemn Feast of the Na,vity of the Lord Christmas, the Feast of the Family of Jesus.
In honoring, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, the Holy Family, we also honor all families, big
or small. And in honoring all families, we honor the family of God, the Church. But
most especially, we focus in on the hidden, day-to-day life of the Holy Family of Nazareth.
Have you ever wondered what was it like to live day in and day out in the household of
St. Joseph? What was it like to have Jesus for a son, Mary as a wife and mother, and
Joseph as a father and a husband?
Their home would have certainly been a sacred place and a dwelling of true peace and
unity. But it would have also been so much more.
The family home of Jesus, Mary and Joseph would have been, in numerous ways, just
like any other home. They would have related together, talked, had fun, disagreed,
worked, eaten, dealt with problems, and encountered everything else that makes up
daily family life.
Of course, the virtues of Jesus and Mary were perfect, and Joseph was a truly “just
man.” Therefore, the overriding characteris+cs of their home would have been love.
But with that said, the Holy Family would not have been exempt from daily toil-labor,
hurt and challenges that face all families. For example, they would have encountered
the death of loved ones, Joseph the foster father of Jesus passed away – died, prior to
Jesus’ public ministry. They would have encountered misunderstanding and gossip
from others. Our Blessed Mother, for example, was found with a child out of wedlock.
This would have been a topic of discussion among acquaintances and rela+ves for sure,
in such a small town as Nazareth.
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph would have had to fulﬁll all daily chores,
earn a living, put food on the table, a3end gatherings of family and friends and the
like. They would have lived normal family life of every way, just like ours.
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This is signiﬁcant because it reveals God’s love for family life. God the Father allowed
His Divine Son to live this life and, as a result, elevated and sanc+ﬁed family to a place
within the Holy Trinity.
The holiness of the Holy Family reveals to us that every family is invited to share in
God’s divine life and to encounter daily life with grace and virtue.
Let us take some +me today - this week before the New Year 2021 ushers in, to reﬂect
on the most basic and important basic unit we all belong to as Bap+zed Chris+ans, our
family unit.
Some families are strong in virtue, some struggle with basic communica+ons, and even
sin in their midst. Some are faithful day in and day out, some are broken and deeply
wounded.
No ma3er the case, know that God wants to enter more deeply into your family life just
as it is right now. God desires to give you strength and virtue to live as the Holy Family.
Surrender yourself and your family, the fathers as head of the household are bestowed
the power by God to invoke blessings and protec+ons for your own household - members. You are given the authority to call upon God in prayer, invite and invoke St. Michael and all the angels and saints. Pray to cast out the evil, Satan and his minions who
prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls, especially your vulnerable children.
Most of all be the father, like St. Joseph to be “the just man” and live your life in obedience to God so that you are the source of blessings and protector of the household not
the cause of evil and suﬀerings, (in the absence of the father, mother may take this role)
and do the same.
Holy family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph bless and protect all families, especially the families of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and all our loved ones!
As the pastor – father of the Parish of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel – Ohana, I will lead in
praying the A Prayer for the Family once a month for the Parish Ohana-Family, aer the
ﬁrst Sunday (Saturday Vigil) masses. Other +mes I will be praying it privately for my own
family and all the families of those whom I have bap+zed and sponsored through these
past years as well.
I am passing out the A Prayer for the Family and Prayer for a Child’s Return to the Faith
at every mass this weekend. We will pray the ﬁrst prayer together aer the prayer to St.
Michael the Archangel to cast out Satan and all evil around us. (later a laminated prayer
card will be passed out. I encourage all parents, especially the father of the household
to lead the prayer.
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A Prayer to the Family once a month, preferably at the First Sunday of the month to
dedicate and consecrate your own family to God’s protec+on and blessings.

YEAR of ST. JOSEPH – DECEMBER 8, 2020 – DECEMBER 8, 2021
The Catholic Church – declared in the Apostolic Peniten+ary, gran+ng special graces –
indulgences for the dura+on of the special year to celebrate the anniversary, the 150th
Anniversary of the proclama,on of St. Joseph as the Patron of the Universal Church
and to perpetuate the entrustment of the whole Catholic Church to the powerful patronage of the custodian – foster father of Jesus Christ.
During this period, we the faithful will have the grace opportuni+es to commit
ourselves with prayer and good works to, obtain with the help of St. Joseph’s intercessions, who is the head of the Heavenly Family of Nazareth, comfort and relief from the
serious human, social tribula+ons, and the onslaught of evil-Satan that besiege countless families in the world today.
More informa+on (parish programs) and Prayer to St. Joseph will be made available
next week. I pray that the fathers of the parish will take on the task to lead, protect and
bless their families through the intercessions of St. Joseph “the just man” who is the
patron of the Universal Catholic Church as well as of all fathers and thus aﬀec+ng all
families.

SOLEMNITY of MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER of GOD
The Solemn Feast of Mary, the Mother of God will be celebrated on Friday, January 1st
2021 in our parish with; 8:30am – 9:00am Eucharis,c Adora,on and Holy Rosary followed by the 9:00am Solemn Holy Mass on the Solemn Feast of Our Blessed Mother.
Although it is not a Holy Day of Obliga+on in the Diocese of Honolulu, it is beﬁDng as a
Marian Parish (Our Lady of Mt. Carmel) to celebrate this wonderful feast.
We will dedicate our parish and our ohana to Our Lord Jesus Christ truly present in
Body, Soul and Divinity in the Holy Eucharist in adora+on for the beginning of the Year
2021 and to Our Blessed Mother, under the illustrious +tle of Mary the Mother of God
for her maternal protec+on and care for our parish and ohana!
Although a3endance has been sparce through the past years on this Solemn Feast,
because of the Covid-19 restric+ons, if you are a3ending the Eucharis+c Adora+on and
the Solemn Feast PLEASE CALL in at the OFFICE 239-9269 or E-mail
olmc001@hawaii.rr.com to inform us of your a3endance by Wednesday, December
30th. Mahalo and God bless you!
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OUR MAHALO NUI LOA to ALL WHO LABORED to PREPARED OUR
PARISH for the SOLEMN FEAST of NATIVITY of OUR LORD – CHRISTMAS.
I want to take this opportunity to extend our mahalo nui loa to all parishioners who labored to bring to frui+on such a beau+ful and prayerful 2020 Christmas Celebra,ons
this year despite the Covid-19 Pandemic that faced the parish.
Our interior (Church) Christmas decora,ons were prepared and beau+fully setup by
Frances Padeken, Linda Henriques- grandsons Reno Jr, & Kaimana, Diane Lau, Debbie
Hanaike, Be3y Kam, and Larry Lopez. While our exterior – the Na,vity scene build and
set up by Jason Morales, Joe Marr, Barbie Marr, and Jake Marr.
Of course, cleaning of the church done through Carol Valant while the sidewalks were
water blasted by Michael Evere3, and the grounds through, Colin Lau, Larry Lopez and
Lanikae Lauahi.
Though it may not seem a big deal, the decora+ons and prepara+ons for any parish
feast, especially Christmas involves a lot of work, inside and outside. Also, the constant
maintenance and upkeep of our parish grounds are really a challenge due to our abundant sunshine and boun+ful rain, which many tourists enjoy and we locals-kamaaina
cherish.
Mahalo to all our church liturgical ministers for Christmas; our Sacristans, Altar Servers, Lectors, and Ushers; Harvey Recarte, Pacita Woodward, Charlo3e Recarte, Serenity
Lau, Colin Lau, Hannah Welch – Ornellas, Lucy Salas, Tasha Salas, Garrison Kamaka,
David Akui, Andrea Akui, Michael Evere3, Harvey Williams, Cathy Williams, Larry Lopez,
Gerald Vierra, and Pua Kamaka.
Mahalo also the vibrant Food Bank Ministry, Nick Cambra (chair), Noella Cambra, Ronn
Hanaike, Czarina Salas, Melody Rapusas, Nadine Rapusas, Winnie V. Salas, Lucy Salas
(coordinator), Carol Valant, and Nick’s niece and nephew Chazmine and Vance Oda that
really did so well this “Christmas Season” to “feed the many needy ohana – families.”
This parish ministry serves not only our parishioners but also any families-ohana from
all around our district. Mahalo Nui Loa for all your labor (+me) and talent! God bless
you all!

Have a blessed Week in the Lord,
Fr. Paulo ofm Cap.
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Scripture Re lections
OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis 15: 1-6; 21: 1-3
The Story of Abram begins when the Lord tells him to leave his native land and go to
the land God will show him. He will become a great nation, God promises, even
though Abram and his wife Sarai have no children. Their journey takes them from
Ur to Canaan, the land God promised to Abram.
But still there was no heir, it seemed that God’s promise of making Abram a great
nation would not be ful%illed. But in today’s reading, the Lord renews the promise;
Abram receives a prophetic revelation, one that will certainly be ful%illed.
The command, “Fear not,” and God’s words, “I am your shield,” are intended to reassure Abram of the vision’s authenticity.
Abram, accustomed to being in charge, maintains his authoritative voice even when
addressing God, who had said, “Fear not.” Abram shows no fear in accusing God!
“What good will your gift be if I keep on being childless?” Since God has given
him no children. Abram had chosen Eliezer, his steward, as his heir, a not-verysubtle indictment of God’s delay in providing Abram with a son.
God’s reply is to renew the original promise, amplifying it. More than a single heir,
Abram’s descendants will be as numerous as the stars that are too vast to count.
Now Abram lets go of his questions and accusations, and he puts his faith in the
Lord.
Faith, in context, implies trusting the God who has spoken, con%ident in God’s promises. God regards such faith as righteousness, for Abram has placed himself in right
relationship with God.
The second part of the reading is from several chapters later in Book of Genesis.
When the son is %inally born to the couple in their old age, Abraham names their son
“Isaac,” which means “He laughed,” referring to Sarai’s laughter when she
heard she would have a son (Genesis 18:15). *

NEW TESTAMENT: Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19
“Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not
seen,” (Hebrews 11:1).
Beginning with Abel, the author of Hebrews presents people from the Old Testament who are models of such faith in God. Today’s reading centers on the faith of
Abraham, whose story extends from Genesis 12-25.
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It draws on three episodes - events in Abraham’s story to illustrate his great
faith – his trust, obedience, and courage.
The %irst episode – story; the Abraham tradition which begins in Genesis 12 with
God’s call to him to “go forth…” and Abraham responded by going “as the Lord directed him.” The letter to the Hebrews emphasizes - accentuates Abraham’s
faith. Since he did not know where to go, he had to trust in God, and this was borne
out of his steadfast obedience to God.
The second episode – story; the example of Abraham’s faith is taken from Genesis
15: there, after initially questioning God, he believed that his elderly, barren wife
would conceive a son, as God had promised, even though without a son Abraham
was “as good as dead.” Abraham’s faith is in a Person, the God of the promise, as
much as in the promise itself.
In the third episode – story; a severe test falls upon Abraham as he is told by God to
sacri%ice his son Isaac, the child of the promise Genesis 22. How could Abraham
obey and sacri%ice - kill the very one who ful%illed the promise? Yet Abraham
“offers” (prosphero – Greek meaning “to bring to, to lead to”) his son Isaac. Although his sacri%ice of his son Isaac on the altar was not completed, Abraham had indeed made a true offering by his unwavering obedience. This part of the reading reveals inside Abraham’s mind – heart: if God could bring life to the aged and barren
Sarah his wife, Abraham in faith reasoned, when he “was as good as dead,” could
not God also raise his son Isaac from the dead?
Where did such an amazing and seemingly superhuman faith come from? It is because of Abraham and his steadfast obedience to God that was present throughout
his faith journey with God. This initially began in much smaller proportion, that
faith that began %irst by leaving his clan – father, mother, and relatives behind Ur of
Chaldeans in obedience to God who summoned him “...go forth from the land of
your kinsfolk, and from your father’s house to the land that I will show you,”
Genesis 12:1. Abraham obeyed and thus he grows in faith, obedience, trust, and
courage in steps before God and was later called, “Abraham the father in faith of
many nations.”
This is true for all disciples, our efforts to be steadfast in obedience to God from the
very beginning when God calls us to obedience: Ten Commandments, we are given
the grace to abound in meeting the bigger challenges that face us on our spiritual
journey. Thus, the axiom – truism; “faithfulness and obedience to smaller matters empowers us to much greater faithfulness and obedience.” Let us strive to
be faithful in small matters, even in the words we say or the thoughts we entertain
in our minds, they can lead to better or worse. No one ever entered Hell willingly
but ended up in Hell because of their failures to prevent its slide into Hell long
before reaching there.
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The letters author: Hebrews regards Isaac himself as a “symbol: parabole – simile
– “ a igure of speech that expresses resemblances of a one thing to another of
a different category.” To the Christians who see in it are foreshadowing of Jesus
Christ whom God the Father did not spare from the Sacri%ice on the Cross for our
salvation: John 3:16. It also foreshadows Jesus Christ’s resurrection. Abraham’s
faith is a model for our trusting and obedient faith in the God who ful%ills promises,
the God who does the seemingly impossible, and the God who can “raise even from
the dead.” *

GOSPEL: Luke 2: 22-40
From the opening words of this account of the Presentation of the Lord, we are in
the %irst century Jewish milieu. Mary and Joseph act “according to the law of Moses.” They travel from Galilee to the holy city Jerusalem to ful%ill the requirements
of sacri%ice dictated in the law. They bring the offering expected to their social class;
two turtle doves or young pigeons.
In the Jerusalem Temple, they meet two other Jewish %igures: the righteous and devoted Simeon, and the prophetess Anna, who worshipped God night and day with
fasting and prayer. The Spirit of God who %illed Israel’s prophets is present with
Simeon, as is noted three times, thereby emphasizing the prophetic character of
Simeon’s words. As were so many Jews of the %irst century, Simeon was “awaiting
the consolation of Israel,” referring to the Messiah, since the Holy Spirit had revealed that Simeon would not die before he had seen the Christ (Messiah).
Simeon’s blessing is a canticle, %illed with echoes of the Old Testament, such as
Psalm 98:2: “The Lord has made his victory known; has revealed his triumph
in the sight of the nations.”
When Simeon, inspired by the Sprit, proclaims that the child is “salvation, …light
for revelations to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel,” he is announcing that God’s promises made through prophet Isaiah are now ful%illed in the child
(for example, see Isaiah 42:6).
After blessing Mary, Simeon adds a prophecy about future controversy, the division
over Jesus that will divide his own people, and that will be a source of sorrow for
his mother. The scene then shifts to Prophetess Anna. Like Simeon, she plays a prophetic role when she announces the advent of “the redemption of Jerusalem” to
all who were awaiting it, as was Anna herself. The account that began with the humble family, faithful to their Jewish traditions, concludes on a similar note. Mary and
Joseph have ful%illed everything that the Lord required of them. Jesus himself will
grow to maturity in their home in the insigni%icant town of Nazareth, learning from
his Jewish parents, %illed with wisdom and God’s favor or grace (charis – Greek
word favor-grace). God’s favor, manifests in the family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,
and extends far beyond their home, becoming a grace for Jews and Gentiles alike.*
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*Prayers to be led by the head of the household – father, if not by the mother or grandparents.

A Prayer for the Family (First Sunday of the month)
Jesus, our most loving redeemer, You, came to enlighten the world with your teaching and
example. You willed to spend the greater part of Your life in humble obedience to Mary and
Joseph in the poor home of Nazareth.
In this way, You, sanc,ﬁed that family, which was to be an example for all Chris,an families.
Graciously accept our family; __________, which we dedicate and consecrate to You this day.
Be please to protect, guard, and keep it in holy fear, in peace, and in the harmony of Chris,an
charity. By conforming ourselves to the Divine model of Your family, may we aLain to eternal
happiness, Amen.

A Prayer for a Child’s Return to the Faith
Dear Lord, You, became Man, suﬀered, and died to win salva,on for all souls. Look graciously
on the soul of my child ____________, who has driNed away from You and the Faith. Grant
him/her your grace to see the error or his/her ways and return to the fold of Your Care.
Teach me to stay close to him/her during this trying ,me and strive to convert him/her by
ac,ons and prayers more than by words that I may antagonize.
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust You to do everything to bring my child back to You, Amen.
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